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raising of the age to seventeen, and I propose
to maintain that attitude.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following resulf:—

Ayes .. .. Lo
Noes .. .. .. 6
Mayority for .. b
AYES.
Hon. J. Cunoingham Hon. J. Mills
Hon. J. Ewing Hon, E. Rose
Hon. J. A. Grelg Hoz. H. J. Saunders
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon, 8ir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon. . W. Miles Hon, 1. J. Holmes
Hon, H. Millington (Teller.)
Nopa.
Hon. J. P. Allen Hon. C. McKenzis
Hon, H. P. Colebaich Hon. H. Carson
Hon, J. Duffell (Tetler.}
Hon, R, J. Lynn

Amendment thus passed.
The CHHAIRMAN: There is a eonsequential
amendment in this clause.

Hon, Sir E. B. WITTENCOM:
further amendment— :

That proposed Subsection (3) be struck
out, and the following inserted in lieu:—
‘¢ A proseeution uuder this section must be
begun within three months after the offence
has been commnitted,’’

Here again my object ia to regtore the original
provision, and to defeat an amendment
brought in and passed by stealthy methods.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is not
quite in order in reflecting on the conduct of
the Chamber.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: There was
no division, the amendment being merely pus
and carrie? on the voices. No one, except
members getually in the Chamber, knew that
it wag coming forward, The Colonial Secre-
tary’s contention, I understand, was that fre-
quently young girls get into trouble anid
that their people do not find it out wmtil five
or six months have elapsed, thus rendering
the period of three months for bringing o
prosecution useless. I do not think such cases
can oceur frequently, and I do think it unwise
to keep a term of six months hanging over the
man’s head in view of the possibility of black-
mail being levied. In such cases as the Col-
onial Becretary referred to, there is the rem-
edy of making the man pay afterwards,
Three months is quite long enough,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I do not
think Sir Edward Wittenoom is entitled to
blame anybody, unless it is himself, for the
mapner in which this provision was carried
here. A petition was presented, and was read,
and consideration of the petition was deferred
until this proposed new *section was reached
in Committee,

Amendment put and passed, the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 8—Substitution of new seetion
Seetion 189:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: After the
last division, I take it the amendment of npara-

I move a

for
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graph (i) Subsection (1) of proposed new
Seation 189 follows almost as & consequential
amendment. I move an amcndment--

That in proposed mew Section 189, Sub-
section (1), paragraph (i), the word ‘‘six-
teen’’ he struck out, and ‘‘seventeen’’ in-
serted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move a
further amendment—
That in proposed new Section 18¢, Sub-
section (1), paragraph (iii), after the word
“¢guardian’’ there be inserted ‘‘employer.’’
Mr. Kirwan previously gave notice of this
amendment, which, however, became meaning-
less when the age of protection was raised to
seventeen years. Now it is again necessary.

Amendment put and passed; the clause us
amended agreed to.

(lanse 9—Amendment of Section 190:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 again
move an amendment similar to one of which
which Mr. Kirwan previovsly gave notice—

That in line 2, between the woris ‘‘by’’
and ‘‘the,’’ there be inserted '‘inserting
the word ‘employer’ after the word ‘guar-
dian’ in line 1, and by.’’
Awmendment put and passed;

amended agreed to.

the clause as

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill again
ments.

reported with further amend-

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebateh—Eagt) [6.18]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next. :
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at €19 p.m.

Legistative Assembly,

Tuesday, 19th November, 1918.

The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For */Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ sce ‘‘Votes and Proceedings.’']

QUESTION—EKATISER’S ABDICATION.

Mr. THOMSON (without notice) asked the
Premier: 1, Has his attention been called to
the paragraph appearing in the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian’’ of the 11th and 12th instant headed
““The TKaiser’s Abdieation, Enthusiastic
scenes on the Goldfields’’? 2, Seeing that one
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of the priucipal constituencies is represented by
the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green), who
is a supporter of the policy of peace by nego-
tiation, will he take steps to prevent such re-
joicing at sueh centre, in order not to hurt the
teelings of that hon. gentleman?

The PREMIER replied: I must ask the
hon, member to give notice of this question.

QUESTION—‘ULYSSES’" STRANDING
INQUIRIES.

Hon, T. WALKER (without notice) asked
the Honorary Minister: Have any messages at
all come from Melbourne in reference to the
papers regarding the stranding of the ‘‘Ulys-
ses''? It is some time since the House de-
eveedl that these should be placed on the Table
of the House and nothing further has been
heard of them.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister) replied: No, we have not received any
word yet. T will ask the Premier to-morrow to
telegraph again to the authorities econcerned.

QUESTION—FRENCH MISSION.

Mr. DUFF (without notice) asked the Pre-
mier: Has any provision been made for the
accommodation of members of Parliament on
the platform of the eentral railway station, or
wherever the puhlic welcome to the French
Mission takes place?

The PREMIER replied: I desire to make an
announcement to the House which I think will
answer the hon. member’s question, As mem-
bers realise, we have been working at high
pressure during the last few days. I wish to
mform hon, members that the Government de-
sirg that they shall join them to-morrow at
luncheon at Parliament House to mcet the
members of the French Misgion. T thought
that if invitations were sent out they might not
reach their destination in tine, and therefors
take this means of letting members know, I
have also made arrangements that members’
railway passes will not only give them admis-
sion te the railway station platferm, but also
to the cnelosure, whieh is provided there for
the reception of the French Mission. There
are no other public functions with which the
Government are connected so far as the French
Mission 1s eoncermed, except in conneetion
with escorting the members of this Mission
through some of the timber and agrieultural
areas of the State.

ANNUATL ESTIMATES, 1918-19.

Tn Committee of Supply. .
Resunied from the Tth November; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.
Publie Works Department, Hon, W, T,

Ceorge, Minister,

Vote—Public Works, £110,000:

The MINISTER FPOR WORES (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [4.45]: T do
not know that it is vecessary to make a long
speech in connecetion with these matters, I
shall be able to afford hon. membhers any
information they may require when the items
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are being dealt with, The total amount
voted last year under the heading of Revenue,
Loun and Property Trust was £600,000. The
toti! cxpenditure was £489,000, leaving a bal-
ance of £111,000 unexpended. The Estimates
were passed so late last year that a lot of
the work, which would have been put in
hand hut for that faet, eould not be finished
during the period of the financial year. With
regard to the salaries, if hon. members will
turn to the Estimates they will see that
there has been an amalgamation between the
Public Works Department and the Water
Supply Department. It was decided by the
Government that as from the 1st Mareh of
this year the goldfields, the agricultural, and
the town water supply branches should be
severed from the metropolitan water supply
and transterred to the Public Works Depart-
ment, The reasons for that c¢hange were
made pretty clear last session, but for the
benefit of hon, members who may not have
been present I would like to say thut it has
always Dbeen held by the different Govern-
ments that sooner or later the metropolitan
water supply should either be transferred to
the local authorities as being a portion of the
utilitics they should deal with or should be
transferred to a speecial board, just as was
the e¢nse some years ago, and in that way
taken out of Govermment control. It was
considered that the undertaking was sufii-
vigntly large to have a special staff and a
apecial beard to deal with it, a beard whieh
should he continuouns. It is recognised by
anthorities throughout the world that mat-
ters of this kind resolve themselves into
questions apart entirely -from polities, and
that the econtrol should be hy a continuous
board, so that there might be a continuous
policy, in which way only is it possible to
give the hest services to the people at the
lowest cost. The branches T have quoted
were transferred to the Wprks Departiment
and the Under Secrctary of the Works De-
partment, Mr, Munt, was appointed the per-
mancut head. The previous Under Secre-
tary for Water Supply was transferred to
the Agricultural Department as acting under
secretary, I might also tell hon, memhers
that although the arrangement started as
from the 1st March it was not until the he-
ginning of April that the goldfields and agri-
cultural water supply staffs were transferred
to the barracks, and from that date the En-
gineer-in-Chief assumed control of the pro.
fesgional weork. Hon. members will remem-
ber that the question of economy and con-

"eentration in connection with the office staffs

was fdebated in the House for some time. Tt
wag n step advoeated by the Treasurer and
myself that the aceounts branches of the
State should some duy be wathered together
in one large building, and we commenced on
the nccounts branckes of the Public Works
and the Goldfields and Agricultural Areas
Water Supply Departments. These branches
are housed in the building at the corner of
Hav and George-streets, and we have also
provided aceommodation there for the State
Sawmills Department. Prior to the amalga-
mation to which I have referred there were
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39 officers engaged in the accounts branch of
the Public Works Department, and _theve
were 12 in the bramehes of the Water Supply
Department mentioned, Now we have o total
of 26 officers and they arc doing the whole
of the work ns satistactorily and more
promptly than it was done before, We sny
this with a certain amount of pride, becausc
it is one of the littlo things whieh we liad
in view ns aun illustration or an argument
or proof that by effecting an amalgamation
af the nccounts of the State and  bringing
them into ome building, woe would ecventually
gave the Stute tens of thousands of pounds
anmmually.  There will be a saving not only
in regard to anluries, but in rejrard to book-
keeping cntries; passing Erom one depurtidgil’
to another, and we hope eventually to model
them on the ppttern of the Railway Clearing-
House in Grent Britain, which deals with all
the railways of England. Whether this will
come in one time or not it is impossible for
me to say, bnt we are-hopefnl that it will be
possible to baing it ubout, aud avery step
shoul® Le taksn to sce that that., cad s
nehieved, A survey nnd inquiries have heen
made in conwpotion with cvery office which i
used hy the publie service, and we are hope-
ful that with a little bit of scheming, and n
gront ameunt of patiense and strong will,
it will he possible to houag all the Govern-
mant servints ot preseut spread over 4Aif-
ferent parts of the metropolia in buildings at
the Treasury. Tt may take some little time
to do this, Tt is one of those things which
cannot be done in o moment becnnse every
stop taken ntust he a complete step. A
scheme has to he worked ont, and we hope
during vecess, if we ever get into it, to he
able to devote some time to hringing that
abont, Tf we do there will be several thou-
sand pounds aaved annually in rents which
are at pregent paid for offices outside.

Me, Foley: Will that inclnde the purehasc
of the present Town Hall site?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No; we
believe we ean do what we desire in the
huildings which wa have, those buildings
which streteh from the old  Police Court
around to the Tands Depariment. We ex-
peet to he ahle.tn do thigs by earcfully re-
arranging the offices and  grouping  them
where we ean, At any rate, we propose to
fry to do that, Dealing with the namalgama-
tion of the Waorks and Water Supply Depart-
ments, it has heen neccssnry to show onder
the heading of Miniater for Whrks, saliries
not only of those officers exelnsively on-
giged in conmection with public works, hut
alao the officers engaged in eonnection with
the two Water Supply branches that T have
mentioned,  Hon, members will find on ref-
erenee to the Felimates that the amalpa.
mitted salavies, totnl £49903 as  compared
with £38000 |-(,‘}:1rescnting the Works Depart-
meat galaries a7-tle of 1ast vear, nnd wharena
last venr gracre w}re 124 officers provided for
in the UL Wodks Department, prevision
hag *acen mnd@".h_is vear for the amalgninated
d"l""'_tm&?_ﬂts fo. 158 Schese include the offi.
;:crs of the Wagpy Snpplfy branches who have
heen tr:lnsferred_ Sast year the salaries of
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the 124 officers totalied £38,073. The salaries
of the officers we transforred from the Wator
Supply Departments total nearly £16,000, o
that the two Ggures 1 have mentioned give
a totul of £35,000, ns against £48,008 last
year., These fguves arc given as the figures
of the st July lnst, Since then therc has
been an offort made to further roduce the
staff without inpairving its clficieney, wml
unless we have larger works to undertake we
shall still have to further reduce the staff
whenever the opportunity eomes nbount. Hon.
members  will  find  footnotes to  the Esti-
mates which give explanations as to certnin
items, The nnmber of officers employed om
the Ist July, 1917, in the Public Works De-

“pavtment ‘and Water Snpply Department nw-

dertakings wns 415 and provision has been
made this year for 316G, n reduction of 09,

Allowing  for 12 offiedrs  who were
transforend  to  the  Stoves  Department
and  who nare still  engaged in  connee-
tion with water supply husiness,

the aetunl number cmployed iu July Inat was
328 as ecompnred with 415 18 months ngo. T
do net want’it to appear as if we waere try-
ing to make enpital out of the fuet that we
have beought abont a redudtion. Tt s a
matter of vegret that the affaivs of the Stnte
have heen sueh that we hive net heen able
to find full employment fnx all thoge officers,
hut with the employment wé have we arc able
to do all the work with 328 men. T hope,
however, it will not be long hefore the work
will necessitate onr mnking additions to the
stalf, Fon. members  will see that  the
anlnries this venr total g40.003.  That sum,
regnired for the Poblic Worles, goldficlds and
ngerienltnral, cte,, has been alloented ns fol-
lows:—Ta loan, £21,372, to the vote for sub-
gidica te roads hoearda, £528; to the gotdficlds
water supply undertakings, £12,750, to other
hydranlie undertakings, £5.063, thus leaving
a net vote chargeable on aecconut of pnblie
works heing carried ount from revennc funds
of £10000 ns compared with £4,071 ex-
pended  Inst year, The reagon for the in- -
creaged vote im that the cost of preparving
piana, supervigion, inelnding travelling ex-
penses, cte., in eonncetion with  Common-
wenlth worke and the croction of wheat
wheds, is, in the firat instance chayged to the
revenue vote for ‘‘salaries’’ and the revenue
vote Tor ¢‘incidentals,’’ snd when the com-
mission iz rercived from the Conumonwenlih
and the whent sheds it is ercdited to con-
soliflated revenue. I would also draw attention
to the wvavioue items that appear on the
Estimates. The total is £118,000, iuelnding
anlaries. OF that sum the Trensarer has only
allowed me to have £100,000, Conscquently
the various itema that appear on the Fati-
mates must not necessarily be taken s if
they were going to be eareiedy ont., Tt will
all depend on how we get on far money. We
have generally foumd, on account of the late

uerind  at which the Estimates} have neen
nagsed,  that we have not heln ahle to
put all these worka in hand. |Any of the

works which may he left over; and shieh
are considered tn he eascentinl- h"r-goum a first
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chirge on the following yenr’s [Estimates.
With regard to rents, there is an increase
of €175, The Public Works Department puy
from this vote all veuts other than those
inenrred Dby railways, saving banks, Agri-
culturn]l Bank and aceommodation in  the
ARMLP. buildings tfur the Industries Assist-
nnee Board. ‘T'he increase this yeur is due
te the faet thut this vote is being debited
with £842 due to the Savings Bauk, being
interest on the amount expended on  the
olices now occupied by the Taxation Depart-
ment, but whieh were for svme yenrs oc-
cupied by the metropolitan water supply. The
Metvopolitan Wator Supply in its turn oow
makes provision for paywent of the rent of
the offices vecupied by them in James-stroot.
Under the hending of ‘‘incidentnls’’  pro-
vigion is made_for nllowances, railway fares,
ete,, incurred by oflicers while supervising
Commonwenlth worka and the construction
of wient sheds. . The nmount so expended
last year was. between £500 and £600 and
the £2,600 votdd this year includes abont
£500 on that wneccount ngain, This will ba
regovered on a,cotnmiasion basis and eredited
to revenue. Provision has agnin been made
for subsidies to ronds boards to the exteot
of £26,000, thats being, approximately, the
nmount boards have earued by way of snhb-
sidy on the reduced scale, mamely, hnlf the
pre-war subsidy.  [n connoetion with these
snbaiities we lind n searching exuamination
made inte the way they have been earrying
on their business, and we found there were
many instanees whero the roands Loards counld
help themselves very much more than they
hod been doing. T will ask hon. members to
pay a little attention to the figures I am
goiug to pive. Under the Ronds Board Act,
on the unimproved eapital vnlue, a  roads
hoard declares a rote varying from dd. to

%, in the poumd, There arc 45 hoards
that ean  deelare a rvate from 2d. to
A4k, while the other 75 rvonds boards can

dectarc o eate varying from I1Hd. to 14,
There are 35 that declared only one penny,
eight, that declarad 1144, and 30 that ileclared
14d, Tt has been suggested that their valua-
tions may be high. 'J.‘Imt point i3 heing in-
auived into, We ave quite of opinien that a
number of them ghoulil be mmalgumated. We
have an inatance of one board whese total
revenue is only a little over £200. When the
salary of the seerctory and the office ex-
ponses  have heen paid, there remmins only
£14 or £15 with which to carry out the work.
We sny that the existence of such n roads
board is not justified, that it is mercty an cm-
ployment burenu to provide semcone with o
billet. We are calling upon roads hoards that
may with advintage be amalgamated, to amal-
gamate, and the aunditors have been instrneted
that when thiey see where two or more dis-
tricts should (;he amalgamated, or u portion of
one alould bie transferred to anothier, they are
to 8o reportf to the ronils board officer in the
rtment. We then go into it and
see what we can (lo; beecause we nre convineed
that, in these~. times, if we can ghow any pub-
lie bady leow Yhe work of that boily can be
1
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more theroughly ond cconomicully vorried out,
it is up to us to do so.

Mr, Harrison: The roads Dbodrd you refer
to thust he in some ‘outhack district,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [
that it is an extreme case,

Mr. Harvison: If they are in 2 remote dis-
triet they canmnot well amalgamate.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Apart
from that special iustance, I am convinced
that we are on the right track in endeavour-
ing to reduce the number of ronds Yonrds, OF
course it does uot mean that they shdll Lave
less snbsidy, .

Mr. Maley; But it will make
vision of gheib work all the harder.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We do
not intewd to do this in a tyrannical way. Any
netion of the sort is token in fuite u friendly
way. There nre times when Twe can  nssist
these Loards in any of several directions. For
instanee, I. have heen able to sewd down an
ongineer to advise them tn regard to construe-
tion and kay out, and agnin, we want to let
themn have our road-making mhchize on threo
yours’ turms, if they will take it,_ 1t is o gool
machine, T come now to another question, of
interest to-the wmember for “Claremont. [For
his information let me say that the construe-

ngree

the super-

tion of the Perth-Fremantle ront cost
£26,000. This wns to have heen nllocated
amongst the varions local authorities econ-

cerned, Tt has been impossible to (o this. The
loeal anthorities hnve deliberntely neglected to
repair that road, with the objeet of throwing
the respousibility for its naintenance upen
the Government. Two years ago, when I as-
sninml office, T fouml that the road was going
to pcces,

Mr, Duff: Tt is going to picers again now.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: And it is
likely to go still further,

Mr, Duff: Was there not an umderstanding?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, hut
the wmiterstanding, apparently, was not quite
clear, aml it has not hecen observed.

Mr. Duff: T hope you will see that your
understanding is properly undoratooed,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We could
not get them to repair the road and conve-
quently, ns there were auhsidics due to them,
T stnek to the snbsidies. This year there .is
very little subsidy to be obtnined, and so we
are agking the Committee to vote £1,350,

Mr. Harrison: Then it will not hort them
to lose it this year,

The MINISTER TOR WORKS: No, lut in
respect to the ecapital expewditure and the
waintennnce, the qnestion 1a new heing con-
sidlereil how best we ean make those loenl
bodics shoulilor the burlen which they ought
to shoulder, - )

Hon, W, C. Augwin: Ywupy* have not much
chanee, ,

The MINISTER FOR WQRKS: Certninly
the hon. member has had ﬂ;?-w’a oxperience of
that.  Unider tho healing ''Hu-uhours and
Rivers,’’ there are \'nrioys aniy Wfors, nx_pcnﬂi-
ture in the North-West,/ns natifies to the y dat
ties at Broome and J?.ﬁ- i3 -

Hon. W, C. Angirin: paee yon had any
fires up there this year?\ )
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The MINISTILR FOR WORKS: No. For
jetty rvepairs at Point Sampson £2,000 is set
down. Those repairs ore necessitated by or-
dinary wear and tear. For repairs at Port
Hedland, the suin of £3,000 is provided, Tt is
not possible to atart the work at present, for
there is great difficulty in getting people to
go up there to do any work. We have been
wanting 30 men for Wyndhnm for the lust six
weeks, and we have managed to get three only.
For repairs to Vietorin Quay at Fremautle,
£11,000 js provided. The sum of £4,600 was
oxpended last year and this new item will
bring the total up to the £15,000 required. The
uniler-stracture has gone to picees, and it can-
not he allowed to go any further, At one time
some of the Treasurcrs, agreod that these hav-
bour rvepairs nt Fromautle should be set asile
wnder the suspense nccount, but two years ngo
we had o big debate in the House and, in eon-
sequence, that systom was net further pur-
sial.  In vegard to the expenditure on repuirs
to buitdings, Jet me say that the bulk of the
mency abown is for- maintenance. If ncees-
sary repairs were to he effeeted to the build-
ings belonging to the State, over £100,000
wonld be required, Quite a number of build-
ings have never had a touch ‘of paint npon
them for 12 or 13 yeara. One instunee is the
Athany school house, which bas a shingle roof.
FFor yenrs past the shingles have been coming
off that roof, wntil at last it is absolutely
neeessury that something should be done.  The
voufa of gomc of the buildings that were
eregted 25 years ape have perished and gone.
Whattever clse may be allowed to  staml

over, it geems to me silly for the
Government to allew expensive hnildings
to go to the devil for want of rvepairs.

The revenue received hy the Works Depart-
ment Inst year amounted to £21,388, including
commission from the Commonwenlth £3,000,
from the Wheat Scheme £2,300, rents othey
than Linds £9,017, and sundries £4,350. We
expeet this year to gei a similar sum.  Pos-
sibly we shall rveeeive £4,000 from the Gom-
monwenltth, £2,000 from the Wheat Seheme,
add perhaps £10000 from vents. I do not
know that there are any other matters which
! neell tooeh upon just now. T shonld like
han. memhers to uuderstand that the State is
reeciving loyal co-operation from the officers
of the T'ublic Works Department.  Although
it wns found neceessary to reduce the stall,
those left are cheerfally earrving out the ox-
tra work thrown upon them, Tt is not plens-
ing to rediee staffs at any time, but T mnst
say there has been very little grumbting in.
dulged in among ofifeers at e Works De-
partment,  The mommbers of the skl have
seen that the State 38 havd up, and that the
work fu which they weve previously engagol
i9 no longer there, T am pleased to S:I}’. tlint
several of fhe officinly who went off to the
Enstern States found employment  there  at
higher rates than they reecived here. Also, T
have heard from those who employed them
that they have proved to he really good wien,
With these few remarks T commit the Esti-
mates to the consideration of the Committee,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-Tiast Tre-
mantle) 3117 We are hecomnine asanatonterd
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to the condition of having no moncy for the
earrying out of public works. [t is usual that
every other department shall be sel:vct'l first
and, if there be anything left over, it can go
to' the Public Works Department. The "Publie
Works FEstimates hefore us diffor from the
form we e arenstoined to, for we have mixed
up in them Estimates properly belonging to tho
Water Supply Department.  Hon. members
will notice that scveral officers who Were pre-
vionsly paisl wnder the Water Supply Eati-
mates are now incinded among the officers of
the Works Department, yet when wa tum to
the Bstimates of the Water Supply Depart-
ment we find dedueting made anly in regard
to oftieers paid from the Public Works Vote.
We have some difficulty in ascertaining from
these Estimates whether ov not there has heen
any great saving outside of the stoppage of
Joan works, Tf we take the amalgamation of
the Water Supply Department with the Worlks
Departiment, we find it has reswlted in an in-
crease of officers.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: Yes, the Water
Supply Department shows o decrease in the
number of oflicera by 21, hnt the Works De-
partment Estimates shosw an inerense of 24,
so veally we have an increasc of three olficers
as the result of the amalgamation. How,
then, is it possible for us to «dctermine whether
er not any saving has been cffected? While
the Minister deelares that n large amonnt has
heen gaved by the vetivement of gome oflicers,
we find that almost exclugively the whale of
the saving has Dheen hrought about hy the
stoppage of warks constrneted ont of lonn
moneya.

The Minister for Works: T da
with that.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: Without wishing to
be egotistical, T may sayv that, when ot the
department, LI eut down rhivgs so mueh that
the present Mimister fouwl it almost inpos-
sible to make further reductinus,

The Miniater fer Works: Ob ne.

Lion, W, C. ANGWIN: For ssue time past
the Wiorks Department has suffered nwing to
Ihe Faet that there has been no money avaii-
able for public works, The Minister referred
to the work done by the department for the
Wheat Seheme, T maintain that five per eent.
Is too high For the crection of wheat shods.
As the Minister has robd us, it coat the Wheat
Sehemo last vear £2.300 for the supervision of
the constroction of these sheds,  There is
seareely nonember of this Chamber who could
nat draw a plan sofficient for the building of
the sheds in whieh the wheat has heen housod
this yenr. No special ability is reqnired to
design plans for sneh sheds, and there is the
Corther eonsiderntion that one plan’ dees for
all the sheds. The plan consista of only o fow
steaight lines: it is not a queation of arehi-
tectural beawnty. The matter of drainage, also,
is one of very little complexity, Vet og re-
vards architeetural plans the farmers have
heen ealled upon to pay tho same rate for
skeleton sheds ns would he eharged for ong
‘]._.t' t:;c most expensive buildings in tho eity of
ATt

not agree



1080

The Minister for Works: Do you know
there are more plans connceted with tho work
of erecting those shedst

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The fact of the mat-
ter is that any carpenter employed to put
up those sheds aud told by the Wlient Scheme
exnctly what wns wanted could have doune the
work without any plans whatever. Iu wy
opinion, five per cent. is far too mmch to
charge for supervision,

The Minigter Eor Works: But we hal to get
the sites and prepave thewm, awd fix up evevy-
thing, and obtain 4l the waterinl.

MHon, W, €. ANCGWIN: TFive per cent. has
been poid for supervising the erection. Very
littlo supervision was nceessary once the jobh
waos in tho hands of the contractor, The work
wats perfeetly plain aud simple, aud the con-
tractor could hardly de otherwise than carey
it out in a proper munner, When we coue to
the Railway cstimatey we shall find that »
charge -of ten per vent. has been made for
puiting in sidings. But these shols are ooly
temporary jobs intended to last hut a short
time, Whether the supervision was cluse or
not, I do not lunow; but enec man conld- have
superviged the crection of all the shads,
Moreover, the sheds weve crected within a
perioldl of three  mouths,  Yet the  Wheat
Scheme were charged £2300 For plans nnd
supervision. Otherwive, there is not mueh in
theso Estimates to complain about. T have
looked through them carefully, and § do wot
think thoy econtrin anything but wlat the
Minister is compelled to do. As the Minis-
ter has said, we hove Deen  trving for
years to cut down the expenditvre on public
buildings.  However, these works nre put for-
wirl iy the vavious departments, ond  the
Minister has to do the best he ean to got them
passed. Lot me sny that I believe he hns a
wood gt of officers, who will de theiv utmost
to carry out the work to his satistfoction, My
only regret is that these Estimates do not con-
tuin items for curtuin works which are highly
neeessary,  The Minister referred to the Fre-
mantle wharf. The work to be done there iw,
1 believe, super-atructive of the sheds. Pre-
viously n sum of aearly £100,000 was spent on
the wharves—a very large amount to tnke out
uff one yonr’s revenue; wnd necordingly tho
amount was placol to o sespense aeconut, nwml
drawn on year by vear, T regret the Minister
is not nble te do more but the money is not
available,

Mr. MARRISON (Avon) [5.23]: T desire
to endlorse what the last spealer has said with
regavd to the crection of grain sheds. Un-
ilouhtedly the plans ave plain, and quite free
from tntricaey; amd the speeifientions are all
straightforward,  There is very little in the
way of enleulation as to dimensions of timbor
to enrvy certain weights. To charge For these
plnng the same vate as an mvehitect woulil
charge for the plans of a complivatedl buil]-
ing is not a foir propesition to the whent
growers of the State, who have to wvet the
charge. Another matter I desire to bring te
the Minister’s attention is this: e stated
that the Government were taking up certain
works on hehalf of public bodies. such as
roafds boards, in the way of road formation.

[ASSEMBLY.]

He further stated that the Governmnent were
assisting loenl governing bodies with machin-
eey and supervision, nal also by the actual
enreviug out of works. Now, [ know not of
one instanee hut of svvernl, where the Unblic
Works Department have ¢urried out  sueh
works on the same lines as they woulit bave
ndopted had they been eonstructing a macad-
amised road in the ventre of a toww. T con-
tenit that with the sune eapital expewditore
they could have done far more valuable work
for the conntry districts by procceding on fesy
gtringent lines, 1 know where high erowns
have been put in, with specifications for largo
quantities of gravel on the top. The latter
stipulation has in some instances not heen
earcied out, for lack of supervigion, 1 sug-
gest that the Public Works Department ofticers
ahosld take iuto eonsideration the quality ot
the soil in the coumtry listricts, amd tho
nutural formntion oad then simply make a
channel so that the wnter will not stand, and
then, necording to the nature of the soil, which
is determined by the indigenous timber, place
grovel on top if uccessary, By this method
much better results coulil by ebtnined from the
same enpitid expenditure, The oflicers should
not proceed on .pre-determined plans devwn up
here in the Barracks. Ta the Kellerberrin
reads hourd distriet, I know, there has heen
miey wagted; awd the sume thing ean he
sid of other districts, waul move particulnely
of Woestonin, wheve the first expenditure of
E200 in this conuneetion was absolutely wasted.
There was n narvow fornmtion an n very bigh
crown, aml the water was nor enrviell away;
ronseqieatly the tradlie had to concentrate on
one section only, aml that seetion wns badly
cut wp The soils in the dountry districts vary
very mauch within short distanees, et mo re-
peat thot the Pulilic Works nflicers should uot
seb ont to eonstruet roads in eountry distrivts
as if they were making St George’s Terrnce.

- Mre,  TEESDALE  (Rochourne) [5.28] :
Having regard to the veference made by tho
Ministor for Worky te possible reduvction of
some items, | would ask him to he as geacrous
as possible in cennestion with the jetties of
the North-West, T do not make a general ap-
Plication, but there nre some jetties of which
I have knowledge that they are in o had
stute. T think the Mlinister will agree with e
that the demolition of these jetties, once it _
starts, is veey rapid, aml that it is really bet-
ter policy to attend to them uas promptly uas
possilde in order to obviate much heavier ex-
peuditure in the near futwee, The teredo is
now so very effective in the North-West that
i practically we time it goes through the
Mle onee the sheeting is off.  There is ong
it whieh stvikes wme ns eather strange—~that
of £400 for the lighting and mnintenance of
the Perth Cansewny. T was under the impres
sion that the Causewny was  wow  uniler
Geeater Purth.

The C"HATRMAN: Ttems will he diseussed
when we emne to them, We are now discuss-
ing only the main policy of pnblic works,

Mr, MATEY (Greenough) [45.29]: The
member for North-East TMemantle (Hon, W,
. Angwin) has referved to the charges of
the Fublic Works Department in conncetion
with the geain sheds, I now desire to make a
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statement which does not pertain immediately
to the Minister for Works but rather to the
Minister for Agriculture, The matter is one
of extreme urgency. Last week the Press pub-
lished an announcement that the shipping
board in Melbourne intended to divert to Fre-
mantle tonnage for not less than 500,000 bags
of wheat for transport to Mediterranean ports,
Representationg have been made to the Pre-
mier by the Geraldton town council regarding
the possibility of diverting some of that ton-
nage to Geraldton, to lift thero at least a
ecouple of hundred thousand hags. Now, here
is the main point of my suggestion: Jt has
reference to the sheds, The policy of the
Wheat Scheme to-day is, after filling one
shed at Geraldton, which was not used last
year, to tail all the wheat in the Geraldton
district either to Goomalling or to Spencer’s
Brook.

The CHAIRMAN: The erection of sheds
and the railing of wheat have no eonnection
with cach other.

Mr. MALEY: But there is no other item
on the whole of the Estimates under which I
¢an bring this matter forward. My only other
opportunity would be in conneetion with wheat
marketing legiglation, and the subject is one
of extreme urgenecy.

The CHAYRMAN: Would not the hon. mem-
ber achieve his object in moving a motion in
the House?

Mr. MALBY: 1t is too late for a private
member now. If the Government would aeeede
to the request of the Geraldton couneil and
divert the 200,000 bags of wheat in one of
the sheds, the Wheat Marketing Scheme will
have an opportunity of using both the sheds
for the present season’s wheat, which will
obviate the necessity of removing the wheat to
sheds in the southern part of the State.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: That wheat does not
belong to the British Government,

Mr. BROUN (Beverley) [5.32]: I sepport
the remarks of the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon, W, . Angwin) in regard to
the amount paid for the supervision and con-
struetion of sheds, and the amount paid to
the Government for putting in the sidings. T
think it is 10 per cent.,, which is exceedingly
high, and shonld be reduced. Unfortunately,
it is impossible now becaunse, after this year,
it mav not be neeessary to construet sheds
hacanse shinping may be available. As to the
roads boards, the Minister for Works said, in
regard to rates struck by roads boards, that
they were not high enough., Most roads boards
are very striet and rate aeeording to the
amount, of money required to eonstruct the
roads. T think the Minister will agree with me
that the roads, generally speaking, are in a
very fair coudition in most districts. In days
gong by the roads boards used to reecive from
the Works DNepartment an amount of money in
accordanee with the rates struck, but so far
as the hoards in my distriet are concerned, the
valoation is exceedingly high, The rate struck
by the Reverley roads board returns £3,000,
The memhers of that board are very attentive
te their Anties, and I may say that the money

whieh thev receive from the Government is
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not for the taxes imposed by the Federal and
State Governments, and other rates, the roads
board could impose a heavier burden of taxa.
tion on the people and there would then he
more money to expend in the making of roads;
but we are limited now in imposing rates.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W, .I,
George—Murray-Wellington—in reply) [5.34]:
In regard to the remarks of the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C, Angwin),
I may say, in reference to the amalgamation of
departments, that when the Water Supply and
Works Departments were amalgamated we had
to marry the staffs as much as we could, In-
stead of having two staff we had to mix the
men so that the work would be doue cheaper.
On the lst July, 1917, the Works Department
had 178 officers, 124 being permanent and 54
temporary, and on the 1st July, 1918, there
were 114 permanent officers as against 124 in
the previpns year,and 30 temporary as against
54. As far as the Water Supply Department
is eoncerned, on the 1st July, 1817, there were
235 officers employed in all departments, On
the 1st Juoly, 1913, there were 185, or a de-
ereage of 50. One reason why there is not as
big a difference -appearing on the Estimates
is that a lot of officers were retired and had to
be compensated according to the Public Ser-
vice Act. A proportion of these have had to
be provided for. As to the Wheat Scheme, and
the remarks that the five per ceut. is too high,
members are under a wrong impression. We
not ouly had to draw out the plans of the wheat
sheds, but in addition to that the Public Works
Department had to get the sites. They had to
resume lands and the sites had to be levelled,
and the department had to be responsible for
all the material being on the spot in proper
time. The work was sprung on the department,
and if the Public Works department made £10¢
above expenses, it is as much as they did.
¥ have put in many full days of my tune in
gttending to this work alone, so as to get the
work through, The work was not being dono
by day labour, and therefore if we had kept
the contractor waiting we would have Tiad to
pay him damages, and I may tell members
that the department has not had to pay
one penny for damages. I offered to turn
over to the Wheat Scheme the Public Works
staff so that the Scheme might do the job
themselves, hut  they would not undertake
it.  We were not out to make a profit and
I think they got a cheap job. The member
for Avan spoke ahout better work being done
than wns necessary in the Kellerberrin dis-
trict. Of course the hon. member has a
right to his opinion, but we have to draw up
specifieations and to make them as simple as
we ean, but the work eannof be done without
an engincer being sent along. We have to
rely on him., Tt is necessary that officers
should be sent into the districts. T had
an application from one roads board for
£800 to repair five roads as special floed
damages, but when the matter was Tooked
into it was discovered that not a penny had
been expended on the roads, they had mnot
even bheen cleared or made at all. In regard
to what the wmember for Greenough eaid
about the wheat sheds, from what I ean un-
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with the ships coming out, to obtain depth
of water to cnable full loads to be taken at
Geraldton. The only way it can .be managed
is to take part of a lead at Geraldton and
then go to Fremantle and top up. At the
present time, when ships are required to be
got. away as quickly as possible, it is the
correet policy to load up at a port which will
enable them to get away from Western Aws-
tralin as scon as possible.

General debate conclnded;
diseussed as follow:—

Vote—Public Works and Buildings:

Ttem, Under Sceretary, £600.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think there is an in-
erease of £50 here, but the jtem seems to be
placed so as to deceive members. The item
should he set out so that members need not
turn up last year’s Estimates to find out
what the amount was voted in that year. I
have said before that whenever an ' inerease
iz set down for an officer, partienlarly a
‘highly paid officer; it should be disclosed at
a glanee. How many new members would be
awarg by the information given that there
iz an jnerense of £50 for this officer this
yenr? T raise my protest against the in-
creases heing  seattered through the Esti-
mates of officers reeeiving good salaries al-
ready, whilst we know a number of officers
in the serviee, in what T way call the rank
and file, receiving salaries between £200 and
£400, bave bheen on the same mark for the
past generation and with no chance of get-
ting an increase except the £12 provided for
those under £250 a year. There is an increase
for the under secrctary of this department of
£30 and for the Under Secratary for Agricul-
ture an inercasc of £30.

The Premier: No. That was struck out.

The WMinister for Works: There is no in-
tention to deccive the House.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is not clever. You
are pretty clear in covering up these things.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Under
Beerctary for Water Supply had a salary of
£650 o year. When the Water Supply De-
partment was transferred te Works a £50 in-
crease was given to the Under Sceretary for
Works and Mr. Trethowan was appointed
Under Seeretary for Agrienlture at a salary
of £600 a vear. I regret that the figures are
not more clearly given, but there was no in-
tention to deceive.

Mr. SMITH: Tt is rather unfair that while
we eannot incrcase the salary of the ordinary
civil servant we can make inecreases to the
heads of departments,

Ttem, Acconntant, £360.

votes and items

Hon. P. COLLIER. Docs this offieer draw
any morg salary than is set down in this
item?

The Minister for Works:
Trading Concerns.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The acconntant is
shown as drawing £360 a year, whercas the
fact is he is drawing an additionn]l £120 in
conneetion with the Implement Works, This
fact shonld be shown in the Estimates, but
it is not found anywhere, There is no foot-
note in connection with thig item.

Mr. Smith: Cut it out.

He does, under

[ASSEMBLY.] .

Hon. P. COLLIER: T feel inclined to move
in that dircetion. If the Estimates are pre:
sented to us in this form, which is evidently
intended to deceive hon. members, we ought
to take matters into our own hands and cut
out those items whieh we object to on this
stcore, The maximum eclassified salary for an
accountant is £432 in wmost of the depart-
ments, but this officer receives £ total of
£480, What is the explanation for this extra
amount not being shown. here?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If this
item ig struck out, we shnll have to put on
an officer at, say, £500 a year to look after
these State trading concerns.  Mr. Brodribb
is an accountant, and has 26 officers under
him. Me¢ alse looks after the implement
works, the hrick works, and the quarries
as business manager, Tf the Committee take
the view that they do not want any offieer
to carry on more than oné particular duty,
let them say so. That means that we must
put on an officer specially to deal with these
mattere, Tt was thonght that as the accounts
had to he kept in the offices of the Publie
Works Department, the officer who was in
¢harge of them could aise look after and
divert the office work of these different trad-
ing concerns. That is why he is being paid
an cxtra £120 a year. We have got as
ceonomical a way of dealing with these trad-
ing concerns ag it is possible to get.

Mr, Smith: In wy opinion we should have
all the details such as were promised to us.

The MINTSTER T'OR WORKS: The hest
thing then is to throw out the Estimates and
let us bring them in again,

Mr, Smith: We would like to.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is no
use playing with the matter. If hon. members
think they arve being misled, there is only one
course for them te adopt, and that is to throw
out the item and the whole Estimates.

Mr, Smith: The statements here are mis-
leading. -

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know all the details of the Estimates of this
department. I cannot be expected to. I under-
stood that the whole of these Estimates were
prepared in o way to carry out the wishes of
the Colonial Treasurer.

Hon, P. Collier: They do not do so.

Hon. T. WALKER: No one objects to
paying a fair salary for work done. Neither
is there any valid objection te amalgamating
the work in some dircctions. The leader of the
Opposition asks how it is the Committee have
not been supplied with the fullest information
which will cnable them to come to a sound
decision. Had it not been for the question
asked by him, the Estimates would have indi-
eated that this amount was all this particular
officer received, and that he had no other work.
Why have the Committee been misled? We
should know what eaeh officer is getting.

The Minister for Works: I agree that hon.
members should know that,

Hon. T. WALKER: Our complaint is that
we wore not informed on these points. The
Minister for Works has not answered the
quesgtion raised by the leader of the Opposi-
tion. He says that he believes that these Ks-
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timates are in complinnee with the instrue-
tions given by the Colonial Treasurer. This is
a serious charge to make against that Minis-
fer. If these ISstimates conceal any of the
facts, or do not reveal them as they are pre-
gented to us in this form, because the Col-
onial Treasurer has given instructions for
them to be put in that form, it is a serious
charge to lay against him. The whole of the
Fstimates ought to Dbe -withdrawn and
amended so that we shall have every detail
that is required for a clear judgment in deal-
ing with them.

Mr., ANGELO: We are indebted to the
leader of the Opposition for drawing atten-
tion to the umsatisfactory mamner in which this
item, and the other to which he referred, have
been placed before us. I do not think the
Minister has replied satisfactorily. He haa
eamouflaged the issue by telling us of the
valuable work which this officer is doing., All
civil servans should be asked to do a fair
day’s work. If they have not sufficient work
in their own position to enable them to take
on other work, they are not doing a fair day’s
work where they ave. If they are asked to
take on other positions, and in carrying out
these other positions are going to work over-
time, they should not be asked to accept such
positions.

Ar. MULLANY: I agree with the leader
of the Opposition that the item shonld be
shown more clearly. The Minister has adopted
a wrong attitude when he says that if we arc
not satisfied with it, we can strike the item
ont, The leader of the Opposition put the
position clearly, logically and temperately and
he had a perfect right to ask for this infor-
matien, We should be failing in our duty if
we did not take full opportuntiy of getting
a clear explanation on every item in these
IEstimates.

The Minister
that.

Mr, MULLAXNY: The Minister’s attitude
just now has made it appear that he did de-
sire to hide something, and that if the Com-
mittee did not feel pleased they counld take
extreme action. I anticipate that the Minister
has some explanation which will satisfy the
Committee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
no desire at all to hide anything from hon.
members, They ecan have all the information
in my possession. T am annoyed myself that
a footnote should not appear there,

AMr. Angelo: Why did you not say so be-
fore?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: T thought
T had done s0. I shall want to know why it
has been left out. The omission was not due
to any thought of dececiving the Committee, T
have not the information with regard te every
officer in the department. If hon. members
wanted to have that they would require to
have the Estimate presented in the way they
were presented 30 years ago, when every offi-
cer employed by the Goverument had an item.
Tt wns generally recognised when all those
items were given in that way that they would
have the effect of not only prolonging the de-
bate, but that it wounld also lead to members

for Works: No one {enies
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of the scrvice, who considered they were not

being fairly dealt with, approaching wmem-
bers of Parliament to bring the matter
hefore the House. Of course if mem-

hbers are of opinion that every eivil servant
who receives more than what might be his
classified salary for the. extra work he does,
should have his item " appearing scparately,
the only plan will be to have the Estimates
compiled in a fuller form than we have done
this year. With regard to Mr, Brodribb, he
is the accountant for the Works Department,
and he has the tbree branches of the water
supply under his eare, while he also eontrols
the accounts of the implement works, the
brickworks, and the Boya quarry. If hon.
memhers consider that the principle of one
man one job should be carvied cut, it will
mean adding considerably to the civil service
and adding to the expense of the State,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister has
spoken on everything except the point which
was raised. We do not expect to have every
item regarding every officer appearing in the
Estimates, but we do not want everything
covered wp.  The item we are dealing with
now stands alone, There is no footnote to it,
and T say that that was not an accident. It
wag done deliberately. The Minister, in the
notes which are sopplied to him by the de-
partment, has the information which showa
that this officer draws £120 from somewhere
clse.  If that information was awvailable for
the Minister it should also have been supplied
as a footuote to the Estimates. When wo
come to the item uonder State implement
works, I intend to move for a reduction of it.

Ttem, Salaries and allowances generally,
£14 543,

Mr, SMITH: The Minister for Works re-
ferred to the time when every item appenred
on the Dstimates and wone were bunched. I
think it would be better to revert to that
gystem. At the present time weo arc consider-
ing the BEstimates blindfold. Members should
have an opportunity of discussing each item
if they want te do so, and attention could
then be drawn to injustices that were heing
done. A good many highly paid officials have
received in¢reases in their salaries, particu-
larly when offices have been amalgamated.
There is one exception, however, to which I
would refer. The officer at present in charga
of land resumption is in receipt of £360 per
annum, Ie was appointed to do the work of
the land resumption officer who was trans-
ferred to another department. The land re-
sumption officer wns in receipt of £300 per
annuta, and notwithstanding the fact that tho
officer who was appointed to do the work had
the work of his own department to do ag well,
the Minister did not see fit to pay him a salary
commensurate with the inerease in tho duties
he had to carry out.

The MINISTER I'OR WORKS: If the
present Ministry have sinned, they have sinned
in good cgompany. The proevious Ministry
dealt with this officer in the way wc have done
and so also did the Ministry presided over by
Mr. Scaddan. The officer in question, Mr,
J. T, O'Neill, received a salary of £276, and
while clerk in charge of the land resumption
office was civen an sllowance of £84 n vany
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which I understand is in aecordance with the
Public Service regulations. That brought his
salary to £360, which of course was less than
the previous occupant, Mr. Hall, received.
Mr, Hall, I think, received £450 or £500. Mr.
0O’Neill received £360 from the Scaddan Gov-
ernment and it was not in the power of the
Wilson Government or’ the Lefrey Government
to increase the amount.

Mr, Smith: Do you think he is entitled to
it?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I think he
is a very able man and quite as able as the
gentleman who oceupied the position before.
I would say this of Mr. O’Neill, that I have
hal p good few transactions with him and I
am gatisfied that he has the interests of the
Government at heart in connection with every-
thing e does, and it wouwld please me very
much to recognise his work by way of an
inerease in salary. Hon. members, however,
must onderstand that sinece T have been Min-
ister for Works, the Treasurer has put his
foot down very strongly in connection with
advances in salaries.

Mr. Smith: But this would not be an ad-
vance. The other man was getting £500 per
annum,

The MINISTER F'OR WOREKS: All T can
say is that it is not in my power to give thia
increase to Mr. O'Neill. If I did, I wounld
have to give increases to a number of other
officers as well,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Is there any officer in-
cluded in this item drawing a high salary who
has been given an inerease? I understand that
the sub-acconntant has received an increase of
£48. I am sorry that I have to give the House
this information instead of the Minister.

The Minister for Works: Yes, that is quite
true,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hen, P. COLLIER: One officer included in
this item is set down for an increase of £48
n year, Are there other officers ineluded to
whom it ia intended to give an inerease?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member s referring to the sub-accountant, who
was granted &n incrense of £48 a year in 1016,
being a speeial allowanee hecause of oxtra
responsibility thrown on him while scting as
sales manager, looking after trading’ concerns.
The officer 18 graded low, and the recommenda-
tion for the inerease came through the Public
Service Commissioner.

Hon. P. Collier: Is he at the maximum of
his clagsification?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
think he is.

Hon. P. Collier:
creases?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Minis-
ter’s clerk reccives an allowance of £24 per
annnm, which is in aceordance with the Pub-
lic Serviee vegulations, It is given to him in
lien of avertime,

Hon, P. Collier:
per annum,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This officer
is thoroughly reliable, and in addition to being
Minister’s clerk he hns to keep the staff

I do not

Are there any other in-

The usual allowanee is £48
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" rocords, which enables the department to do

without another officer who was getting some-
thing over £200 a year. Mr. Tindale, the
engineer, is receiving £408 a year, and receives
an allowanece of £124 annually as engineer for
the North-West, The engineer in charge of the
Bunbury harbour works receives a salary of
£360 a year, which is most ridiemlous for an
engineer. He has an allowance of £48 a year.
Under this officer the work is being done 30
to 35 per cent. cheaper than under any other
officer previously. Another officer, H. Robin-
son, in charge of reticulation works at Wynd-
ham, receives a salary of £408 and a special
allowance of £100 while at Wyndham. That
was apreed to hefore the present Government
took office. I do not think the Committee will
grumble at this officer’s remuneration, seeing
that ecarpenters in the North-West are paid
23, 9d. an hour, while in Perth the rate is
1s. 9d.

Item,
£1,350.

Mr. DUFF: As so many persons outside
roads boards and municipalities are interested
in this work, will the Minister give the Com-
mittee some idea of how this money is to be
repaid?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Perth-
Tremantle-road was allowed to got into such
disorder that it was absolutely dangerous for
anyone to travel over. Its present condition is
very much better compared with what it was
previously. The Labour Government took this
matter in hand and a busy-bee was formed
to repair the road. The Government spent be-
tween £26,000 and £27,000 on the road., There
were numerous conferences between the differ-
ent bodies concernecd—the Perth, Fremantle and
Claremont municipalities—and the time of the
House was taken up on this question. A select
committec also went into the matter, but no
agreement was arrived at.  When I took the
matter in hand the road was going to pieces,
and the Government called on the various
bodies interested to attend to it, but they did
nothing. They had an idea that if they let the
road go to pieces the Government would have
to put it right. However, with the consent of
Calinet, the road was repaired. At that time
the Government were giving subsidies to muni-
cipalities and road boards, and after a time
a scheme was hit upen as to the division of
the money. Instead of paying subsidies to the
municipalities and roads beards the Govern-
ment repaired the road, and handed the balance
to the councils and roads honrds.  They ob-
jected strongly to this system, This year very
little money was spent in subgidies to muni-
cipalities and roads boards, and therefore the
road had to be kept in repair out of Consoli-
dated Revenue. The sum of £1,350 on the
Estimates will give the Committee an oppor-
tunity of saying what should be done, whether
the road should he allowed to go into disre-
pair, or whether the Government should keep it
in order. It is intended to see if there iz any
legal way of making the municipalities and
roads boards pay for the upkeep of the road,
plus interest on the money which the Govern-
ment have expended. There is one portion of
the road which, when the repairs were being

Maintenance Perth-Fremantle-road,
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effected, could not be effectively repaired, as
there was no tar to be obtained either in Perth
or in the Eastern States. Therefore the road
was made in the ordinary way. As soon as it
is possible to get the material for this work the
road will be put in proper repair.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tounclhing on the upkeep
of main roads, it is time the Government re-
viewed the position not only in connection with
the road between Perth and Fremantle, but
other roads in various parts of the State. The
contrel of main roads is being dealt with in a
promisenous manuer, and it might be as well
to see if an amendment of the Municipalities
Act could not be made, by which the main
roads could be eifectively kept in proper re-
pair. This matter has bad to be tackled in
other States, and it should he dealt with here,
There is the Boulder to Kaigoorlie main road,
which i3 under three separate local boedies, and
these three semi-political institutions have the
colossal awdacity to ask the Government to
grant passes to members to come to Perth to
sit as an economy conference to discuss low
we should run this country, or how the
finances shonld be controlled. Ever since
these mumicipalities were bronght into being
they -have been continually approaching the
Goveroment to keep this road in  repair.
That main road to-day, as it has been for
many years past, is an absolute disgrace to
any local authority. It is as bad as any por-
tion of the Perth-Fremantle-road. The posi-
tion is inereasingly bad in regard to the con-
trol ¢f main roads in this State. The gues-
tion has had to be tackled in other countries,
and the sconer the Government here tackle it
thoe better. Tt is n @isgrace to the Legislature
that o lot of irrespousible, paroehial bumbles
shoull be in a position to allow important
roads to get into a serious condition of disgre-

air.

Mr. ANGELQ: As the result of travelling
on the Perth-Fremantle-road recently T have
eome to the conclusion that a great deal of
the damage is cansed by heavy motor and
other lorries, which I think should be taxed
in proportion to the damage they do. Tf the
Government are to be ealled upen to main-
tain that road, the Government should be en-
titled to eollect the license fees paid hy those
lorries, which in fact arc competing with our
State railways. The municipalites which ob-
jeet to undertaking the maintenance of the
road are to-day collecting the license fees.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is just what they
are not doing.

The Minister for Works: We are providing
for it in the Traffie Bill.

Mr. ANGELO: T am very glad to hear it.

Mr. FJOENSTON: The Minister has practi-
cally told us that at a time when the roads
board subsidies are cut down to vanigshing
point, when feeder roads cannot be provided
for by the department, when only recently
£26,000 has been gpent on the Perth-Freman-
tle road, it is proposed to give £1,350 to the
rich municipalities in the metropolitain area.
For the first time in the history of the State
no municipal snbsidies are to be granted.

The Minister for Works: It was the same
last year,
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Myr. JOHNSTON: Last year a small sum of
£2,871 was granted. This year, apparently, the
municipalities in country districts are not to
get one penuy of subsidy. Yet the Govera-
ment, having already expended £26,000 on the
Perth-Fremautle-road, with a further expendi-
ture last year of £1,208, propose this year to
find £1,350 for the repair of that road, We
ghould not in this way grant moncy to the
rich municipalitics between Perth and Fre-
mantle.

Hon, W. . Angwin:
squeak!

Mr. JOHNSTON: Narrogin is getting no
subgidy at all.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: Suveceeding Govern-
ments have spent nearly £300,000 in your dis-
triet.

Mpe., JOHNSTON: The time has arrived
when the people of the metropolitan area
ought to be able to maintain their own roads.

The Minister for Works: Some 45 per eent.
of the traffic on thut road comes from Perth.

My, JOHNSTON: Well, why not take the
Perth motor fees? To test the feeling of the
Committee as to whether the Government ex-
penditure on the Perth-Fremantie-road shonld
eontinue, I move—

That the item be struck out.
I hope before the House adjourns the Minis-
ter for Works will bring forward some con-
crete proposal to make these local authorities
that agreed to repay the £26,000 spent on this
road act up to their agreement.

Hon, W. €, ANGWIN: The hon, member
referred to riech municipalities. So far as T
know, there is only one rich municipality in
the State, namely Kalgoorlie.

Mr, Munsie: Tt is the best fisiineed mani-
¢ipality in the Commonwealth.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: It is because they
got heavy endowments in the early days and
made good use of them, TLoeal governing
aunthorities in this State do more work than
does Parliament. They ure limited in their
rating powers. The Government have wiped
aut their subsidies, and the local authorities
can only strilke a general rate of 1s. Gd. in the
pound, whereas in vears gone hy they used
to he subsidised wp to 13s. aud £1 per pound.

Mr. Broun: Are they not allowd to rate up
to 23 6d.%

Hou. W, C. ANGWIN: No, only 1s. Gd.
general rate. Under the present conditions
it is impossible for munigipalities to carry on
as they would like to de. When the subsidies
were removed the loeal aunthorities shonld
have been given power to rate as high as
neeessary. As to the Perth-Fremantle-road,
the whole of the difficulty wonld have heen
overcome if the Traffic Bill, whieh has been
introduced on two or three occasions, had been
passed, beeanse that -Bilt proposed thit the
license fees should be “wsed for the wmainten-
ance of the roads. Practically no licensc fees
are collected in the munmicipalities adjoining
the Pearth-Fremantle-road. The fees all go to
Perth or to Fremantle, The Traffic Bill would
have corrected this. Tt was thrown out each
time in consequence of the resistance from
Perth. With their revenue restricted by Act
of TParliament the loeal authorities find

Narrogin ought to
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themselves scarcely able to wmaintain their
local roads in good order, It is true
that it bas cost £26,000 for repairs to
thizs road. The Government made this road
because of the pressure of public opinion,
but they had no power to enforee payment.
They were not able to have a rate struck so
far as the local authiorities were concerned.
UE the Minister brings in legislation to-make
it compulsory to pay, the local authorities
have no money with which to pay, because
another Act prevents them from raising the
money. If the Minister brought in a Traf-
fic Bill and appropriated all the license fees
in this area, the money could be spent on the
wmaintenance of the main road. It is a cry-
ing shame that heavy motors carrying up to
ten tons should be allowed to go without pay-
ing any tax, and to use the main road in
opposition to our railway system.

Mr, Duff: S8cine of them have metal wheels,

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: Qnuite so. The
trouble in regavd to this road is that it was
blinded with lime dust before the tar was put
on. 'This caused the tar to peel off in flakes,
and [ think this is why- the top of the road
is coming oft between Cottesloe and  Fre-
mantle. This fact has been responsible for
everlasting repairs being made to this road.

Mr. Johnston: Why not draw money from
Midland Junction to Perth as well as from
Perth to Fremantle?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Quite so. The Min-
ister has already made arrangements for a
portion of the Midland Junction road to be
repaired by the Commonwealth. Uutil a
proper Traffic Bill is brought in to provide
for contributions for the upkeep of this road,
it will be impossible for the local anthorities
to earry out the work,

Mr. HARRISON: 1 intend to support the
motion for the deletion of this item. Those
who use the main roads of the State shonld
contribute towards their maintenance.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is. a sam of

£26,000 set down for subsidics for roads
boards.
Mr. HARRISON: [In those places where

Government works are in existence and the
roads have to be used by vehicles employed
in conneetion with those works, subsidies
should be provided by the Government. Tn
my electorate there are two such places. The
money which the Government have should be
applied in directions of that sort. I am pre-
pared to assist the Government in- the pas-
sage of o Traffic Bill. I am of opinion that
the people who use the main reads in the
metropolitan area in opposition to the rail-
way system for the carriage of their goads
shouid assist in the upkeep of the roads.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They will not pay
and cannot be made to pay.

Mr. FOLEY: I intend to vote against the
reduction of this item, although I do not
think that municipalities are doing all they
should do in keeping up these main roads.
The opinion which members hold of muni-
cipalities is, T believe, held by municipalities
in a more aceentnated form of members of
Parliament. It is snid that if Parliament
dealt with its busingss in thc same way that
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municipalities do it would be a good thing
for the State, but I should say it would be
a bud thing for this country if Parliament
did so. L[ believe that a Traflic Bill will be
introduced that will afford an opportunity of
dealing with the main road question in some
equitable form.

Mr. Maley: When?

Mr, FOLEY: 1 do not know. Those wio
criticise this item must remember that al-
ready an item has been passed giving the
reads boards of the State a sem of £26,000
to do work of the same nature that it is in-
tended shall be done under this particular
item, If main roads are defined by law, and
brought under proper control, throngh the
local autbovities, we shall reach some finality. .
[n my opinion there has heen bad construe-
tion in connection with this Perth-Fremantle
rogd. In parta there is searcely any bottom,
and without good foundations it iy impossible
to make a road. If it could be arranged that
from Fremantle to Claremont, from Clare.
mont to Maylands, and from Maylands to
Midland Junction there were three separate
hodies weorking in unison, there would be a
gaving in the cest of administration, and the
maintenance of the road would be much bet-
ter looked after than it is at present, If the
Minister is debarred from going on with this
work by the deletion of the item, when we
come to legislate in this matter we shall find
that the whole road will have to be made
over again. 1 know that various Govern-
ments have given to municipal bodies money
for the upkeep of their main roads, but it
has been put to other unses and never paid
back. In my own electorate the local autho-
rity has robbed the Government time and
again. Every other municipality of the
State has at one time or another done the
same thing.

Hon. W. . Angwin: T disagree with that.

Mr. POLEY: That is what I told the peo-
ple at Leonora,

Mr. MALEY: The member for Leonora
askel why country roads hoards should

squeal when they are getting £26,000, whilst
the boards between Perth and Fremantle are
only getting £1,350, I venture to say that
the roads boards between Perth and Fre-
mantle will also want their share of the
£26,000.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The Minister says
they will not get it.

Mr. MALEY: He must give it.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: Not if he does not
wish to.

Mr. MALEY: I venture to sny that if
this extraordinary argument of the member
for XNorth-East Fremantle were valid, wa
would have heard a good deal more noise from
the municipal economy conference. Has the
Minister ever deprived any roads Dboard be-
tween Perth and Fremantlé of portion of a
subsidy by reason of having granted larger
snbsidies clsewhere?

Mr. LAMBERT: T shall not support the
amendment, becanse the road should not be
permitted to fall into a state of disrepair, A
Traffic Bill should be brought down to regu-
late the colicetion of carriage and Hicense fees



[19 NovEMmBER, 1918.]

and their expenditure. The same problem has
had to he tackled in the Eastern States. Tlhe
sooner the Government become seized of the
necessity for an ecffective traffic Bill dealing
with carringe and license fees, and also pro-
viding for the proper grouping of municipati-
ties and road boards, the sooner shall we have
ceonomical administration of municipal af-
fairs, I never before heard such arrant stup-
idity talked as that main roads compcte with
the railway system. Our business is to open
up this ecountry, if net by railways, then by
high roads. Since we cannot like other coun-
tries have eanals, we wmust provide other
means of communication. The urgent need
for dealing with the matter is emphasised in
the history of practically every country. Many
mnnijcipalities in this State arve utterly useless
and out of date, and should be abolished. I
eannot vote for the amendment, but I hope the
Government will aceept the moving of the
amendment. as a direction to alter their pre-
sent policy in this respect.

Amendment pot and wegatived.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the Public
Works Department.

Department of the Attorney Cleneral, Hon.
R. T. Rohinson, Miniater.

Vote—Attorney General, £60,874:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robingon—Canning) [8.24]: Turning uow to
the Attorney General’s department, T have a
few figures which T think will be of value to
hon. members in considering the Estimates of
the department. The total estimated revenve
for the present financial year is £78,535. Tast
vear the revenue was estimated at £79,660,
and out of that we realised £78,146. Towards
the end of last year the Titles Office revenue
was observed to increase slightly; and it is
still inereasing, and therefore we are justified
in putting the revenne for the current year at
a higher amount. TIn probate duty we esti-
mated last yenr to receive £40,000, and we did
receive £38,710. This, of course, is an item
which it is impossible to gange aceurately. In
judicial fines and fees the revenue estimated
for this year is £21,000—=a slight decreasc on
last year, where it will be secn to have
amonnted to £23,750, For the small item of
Crown T.aw we anticipate a sum of £1,500. The
amount is considerably cut down as from last
vear, when we received £2,750. The ecstimate
is the same as last year’s, but last year there
werg considerable sums which had been held up
for very long periods in the Curator’s depart-
ment. Owing to the admirable select commit-
tee of this Honse which sat, we were able to
bring thosc sums into revenue. However, we
do not anticipate such accessions to the rev-
enue this year. Sale of electoral rolly is esti-
mated to produce £25. Tast year we reccived
£61, but there was then a general election, for
which we are not looking this year.

Hon. T. Walker:
win-the-war ery is done.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: TUnder
Titles Office we have put down an estimated
revemie of £16,000. Last year we received
just £250 short of that amount; but towards
the end of the year there was a revival of
business, and it is now hoped that the estimate

Why should you not% The
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will be exceeded. Turning to the items of ex-
penditure in the Crown Law Department, hon.
members will see, comparing year with year,
that considerable fluctuations are observable.
This is due largely to the fact that in_the
Crown Law Department is included the Elee-
toral Departmeat, and as hon. members know
a general election comes only from time to
timo, and so alters the turn of the year. More-
over, in certain years there are more direc-
tions than in others. For the purpose of mak-
ing a comparison of the expenditure in var-
ious yeara of the Crown Law Department ex-
elusive of the Electoral Department, I have
caused the figures for the Electoral Depart-
ment for each year to he eliminated; and T
now give a statement with those Electoral
fignres out. T also want to remark that during
part of the period under review—I am ecom-
paring the figures from 1912-13 up to date—
we have the State hotels in the Crown Law
Department. Tn the course of this year the
State hotels, too, have been eliminated from
the Attorney General’s Department, and are
now administered, as lion, members know, by
the Colonial Seeretary’s Department. In
1912-13 our estimate of expenditure was, in
round figures, £71,000, and the actual expen-
diture £68,000. Now I propose to give the
eorresponding figures for the years 1913-14 np
to 1917-18 in rotation, and hon. members will
be good enough to observe how the Crown Law
expenditure has decreased. In 1913-14 the ex-
penditure was £68,026, in 1914-15 £66,319, in
1915-16 £65,249, in 1916-17 £59,471, and in
1917-18 £59,482; whilst the estimate for the
eurrent year is £58,869.

Hon, W. €. Angwin:
Law ouly?

The ATTORNEY GENBERAL: Yes. 1
have excluded Eleetoral and State Hotels.
Dealing with the department solely as Crown
Law, T have shown that our expenditore has
been decreasing gradvally from the beginning
of the war, the total deercAse being some
£9,000 per annum. T think thosc who control
the department may justly take some pride in
that redwetion. These figures, for the reasona
T have indicated, are not shown on the first
nage of these Estimates. which include the
Eleetoral Department, while previous years
included also the State Hotels.  Extracfing
those two sets of fizures, the position is as I
have stated. The total for salaries shows a
net increase of £322. I have complete details
of those increases, and of the reasons for them,
and at the proper time T will supply that in-
formation, though T wmay shortly state the
rcasen for some of the increases and contrast
the deercases. TUnder the heading of “‘Con-
tingencies,’” a net decrease is shown in these
Tatimates of £9,045, but of that decrease
£7.335 iz on account of the Eleetoral Depart-
mant. The remainder of the decrease, £1,700,
is on the contingencics of the department. To
not it in plain words, the eontingencies of the
department have been cut down by £1,700.
Bearing in mind the fact already indicated
that cxpenditure has been steadily decreasing
in this department, for the last six years, I
snbmit that reduction cannot well be exceeded
if cfficiency is to be wmaintained. Tn other
words, T am advised by the Crown Law De-

Is that for Crown
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partment—and after my own investigations I
aw of the same opinion—that the department
cannot be rum efficiently for one penny less
than is being done at the present time. If I
had my way I would like to see an addition
made to the professional staff of the depart-
mgnt.

Mr. Draper: You require it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We have
now in that department, excluding the Attor-
ney General, only two professional men, the
Solicitor General, Mr. Sayer, and the Crown
Solicitor, Dr. Stow, There are some profes-
stonal men in Perth carrying on the practice
of barristers and solicitors who bave four or
five professional men in their establishments,
and they probably do not get through as much
legal work in the year as the Crown Law De-
partment does, I hope, now that the war is
over, it will be possible to secure the services
of an additional professional officer. As is
well known to hon. members, Mr. Sayer not
only acts as general adviser to thc Govern-
ment, but he is the draftsman of most of the
Bills. Dr. Stow drafts a certain number, but
that gentleman’s time is taken up from mern-
ing until night, and long after night, in the
digeharge of his duties. The wmember for
Kanowna will also bear me out when | say
that not a single night passes without the
Solicitor General taking to his home a bayg full
of papers,

Ion, T. Walker: He has too much to do.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: [ hope in the
course of the current year it will be pessible
to give that department some help by the ap-
pointment of another professional man. There
used to be a third there, but since the war
started we have endeavonred to carry on with
only two. lor the lust year the incidentals
totalled £6,500, and of that sun £5,500 was
spent. The estimate this year is £4,500, or
£2,000 less. The rednction is due to the change
of policy in eonnection with printing, and the
interchange of payments as between depart-
ments, which hon. members will recognise is
a good scheme., 'This was inauvgurdted by the
Treasurer. The department’s estimates in
days gone by have been both on the revenue and
the expenditure side increased by debiting or
erediting the inter-departmental charges, The
Crown Law Department is the only department
in the Government service that does not charge
for its services.

Hon. T. Walker: Have you anything to show
the services you render gratuitously to the
Commenwealth?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We bhave not
been {doing the Commonwealth work for the
past twelve months. It would be impossible to
give thet information, becauwse the work is so
interwoven with the ordinary work of the de-
partment. The Commonwealth have absclute
recourse to our courts. They can lay informa-
tions or issue writs, or take proceedings just
ag a private snitor may do.
answer the hon. member in respect to some
cases. There have been cases where it was
diffienlt to say who should pay, the Common-
wealth or the State, but in those instances
where the matters were purely of Common-
wealth concern the Commonwealth footed the

[ can, however, |
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bill,  With regard to the prosecution recently
of a man named MeManus in connection with
post office defalcations at Wyndham, the charge
was laid under the State statute. The Com-
monwealth held that we should toke proceed-
ings, while I on the other had held that they
should take proceedings. After a good deal of
diseussion it was agreed that the cost should
be divided between the State and the Com-
monwealth. In purely Commonwealth cases,
however, we have endeavoured, and have sue-
ceeded in getting the full amount from the
Commonwealth, bnt it wounld be almost im-
posgible to give the return the hon. member
asks for. 'We are not now doing Commonwealth
work; they lave their own solicitors, but they
have the use of our courts.

Hou. T. Walker: And our officers.

The ATTORNEY GENERATL: They do not
use any officera of the Crown Law Department
now. ) ‘

Mr. Pilkington: They wse our police.

Hen, I, Walker: And our magistrates and
our courts.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They only
use them as ordinary eitizens of the State nse
them. At the last Treasurers’ conference the
Treasurer submitted a detailed statement which
I had prepared giving all the partietlars. This
wag used there, bnt with what suceess hon.
members know as well as 1 do. [ want to give
one or two instances of deureases and increases
which will probably save my answering a num-
ber of questions later on. The permanent
salaries show a net decrease of £201, I have
addressed myself to thiz subject as if I were
an ordinary member wishing to interrogate the
Attorney General to know what is the inereasel
and what is the deereased awmount, and what T
am going to give is the result of a number of
questions I asked mysclf. As against the de-
erease of £291, temporary salaries show an
inercase of £234. There is, therefore, a general
net decrease. In the TElectoral Department
there is a small permanent increase of £48,
As agninst that temperary clerieal help in con-
nection with the last election shows a Jecrease
of £64, so that a total derrease still prevails,
In the Titles Office there is a decrease on per-
maneut salaries of £331, and there is alse a
small deerense in conneetion with temporary
work, Tn stipendiary magistracy there is an
inerease of £25). As against that there is a
decrease in conneetion with temporary magis-
tracy of £203, so that oven there there is n
small saving. These temporary and permanent
appointments in the Crown Law Department
relate solely to ofticers being away at the Front
and returning from the Front. Tn the Supreme
Court there is an increase of £282 in the per-
manent staff, and £770 in the temporary staff.
We have, therefore, i those two items nlone, a
total incrensg_of £1,052. T will explain how
that has badén caused. Tf hon. members will
turn to the list of judges’ associates, they will
see an increase of £157. Last vear Mr. Justice
Northmore Aid withont an associate altogether,
the reason being that he was doing Arbitration
Court work for Mr. Tustice Rooth, and there-
fore we were able to save the cost of one asso-
ciate. Mr. Tnstice Rooth returned, and Mr.
Tustice Northinore, who wnas then entitled te
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"have an associate, asked for ome. Provision
has been made on the Estimates for an asso-
ciate, but though it looks as though we were
bhaving an iucreased item of £157, that is not
so. In the Official Reeeiver’s Department an
officer has been retired, and he received six
months’ leave before his retivement. That
particular officer was employed in the Treasury,
and so he cost us nothing, but we now have to
‘pay £126 for thut officer’s retiring allowance.
That will eventually be a saving, but it in-
creases my Estimates for the moment. The
great bulk of the increase relates to the work
in the Probate and Curator's offices. Idon.
memberg will know that we are administering
the estates of soldicrs killed in action free of
cost,. The work has cowsiderably increased,
and has uecessitated the appointment of two
extra officers, whose salaries, with those of
others employed there, have inereased the ex-
penditure by £700. Hon. 'members may be
avare of the fact that all estates under £500
ean be filed on personal application, and the
Act provides that onr Supreme Court officers
shall assigt the cxecutors and administrators in
preparing their personal statements. 1t g
found in practice that it is far simpler and
takes less time for the officers to prepare those
statements than to instruet others to prepare
them, So that in connection with estates of
under £500, the officers of the department are
almost constantly employed in doing that work.
Those items account for an expenditure of
£900. The remainder is made up of the item
‘“Cleaning police courts.’’ This used to be
done by the Works Department, and somebody
eonsidered that it ought to be a charge against
the Crown Law Department. The Works Esti-
mates have now been relieved of that payment,
and the sum of £430, which was involved, finds
a place on the Crown Law Estimates; on the
total Estimates there is wo inerease. T have
a great deal of further detailed information
‘which T shall be glad to give to hon. members
if they desire it when discussing the items.
However, 1 think I have explained the reasons
for the increases, and the general savings which
this department has effected in its adminis
trative work, and se 1 need not further take unp
the time of the Committee.

Hon, T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.40]:
One or two of the points raised by the Min-
ister require a little further explanation. 1
do not know of any other department of
State whieh has been run so clhgese-paringly
as the Crown Law Department. Generally
speaking, T think its officers are wonderfully
patient. They have been promised year after
year that in due course their claims to fur-
ther consideration shall be met. Vet they
are s badly off now, notwithstaanding the in-
creaged cost of living and the more trying
cireumstances of the times, than they were
10 years age. There has been no honourable
fulfilment of the promised inerements in that
department as far back as T ean remember,
Men arve working at the same old salary and
at the same old grind, with additional duties
placed upon them, and apparently they get
no consideration whatever. There are one or
two cascs I know of which in any nther com-
munity would be regarded ne almost seanda-
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lous. Take one illustration which wiil have
a place in the memory of the member tor
North Perth (Mr, Smith): There iy an ofli-
cer who has to look after large estutes, who
has thousands of pounds passing throngh his
hands, who has to participate in all kinds
of businesses and take enormous responsi-
bilities. A reecommendation was made by u
seleet committee that his lot should be im-
proved,

The Attorney General: We have increased
him by £75.

Hon. T. WALKER: Which is not at all
commensurate with the responsibilities of
his post.

The Attorney General: That is true.

Hon, T. WALKER: Yet we expect those
officers to be constantly at their posts.and to
be infallible in the performunce of their
duties. 1 may say the same, foo, in regard
to our magistrates, a body of men whoe for
the most part have very oncrous duties to
perform.  Extra work is repeatedly placed
upon them by the department, yet not one
thought ig given fo that extra work, as is
done in other departinents, and they are kept
just exactly where they commenced, notwith-
standing their faithful services.

Mr. Johoston: They are made Royal Com-
missioners without fees.

Hon, T. WALKER: It is a ecase in point.
1 know of two at least who have had these
extra duties thrust upon them and yet no
consideration whatever hus been shown to
them for this work., In all other depart-
ments the Estimates show that for night
work, extra work, additional duties, addi-
tional allowances and pay are given; but for
these men, aparently because they enjoy dis-
tinguished and honourable positions, no fur-
ther consideration is shown. Scemingly the
posts they hold are quite enough without any
further considevation whatever. It would
appear that that is the rule followed in the
Crown Law Department. It seriougly re-
fleets on the progressive character of our
State when we ignore our public officers in
this way, especially those who have -placed
upen them duties almost equal in respon-
sibility to those of our judges. They have
the maintenance and administration of our
laws, and according to the spirit which we
infuse into them, will be the work they per-
forn. Tf we would have them do their duty
fearlessly and with justice to the publie, we
must have them move or less independent.
Tf we have our magistrates paid salaries
upon whirh they cannot live respectably in
these times of high prices, we eannot expect
them to exhibit that spirvit of independence
which they should have if the general public
are to look up to them. WNWot only have some
of these magistrates this extra work placed
upon them without additional pay, but in
spite of promises that they should enmmence
at a given point and rise cventually to the
positions accupied by their predecessors. no
attempt is made to improve their positions.
The senior magistrate of the State to-day is
drawing a smaller salary than are other mag:
istrate in the State, and a mueh lesser sum
than was paid to his predecessor: veot he wasg
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promiged that, starting at the minimum, he
should be very soon advanced to a position
in which at least he should be on a level
with the other magistrates. It is anomalous,
it is not the way in which we ean win res-
peet for the position, a position which con-
cerns us all, for we are all anxious to see
that position respected by every citizen. An-
other point: A good deal of the saving that
has been effected in this department thaa
been due to the faet that officers who have
gone to fight for us at the Front, or who have
been tnken away by the hand of death, have
not been replaced, "We have done withont
them; we have been starving the department.
With all due respect to the Treasurer, I say
we may save money at the cost of efficiency.
I am quite certain that we could not starve
that department much more than it has been
starved during the last few years. If we
want to get the best efficiency we must pay
our officers what they could earn in like
capacity outside the service; we must re-
vognise merit.

The Attorney General: That applies to the
whele of the service,

The Colonial Treasurer: And we cannot do
it at present.

Hon, T. WALKER: It is exccedingly re-
grettable that we cannot. The result of it
is that repeatedly we are depleted of our
rood men by the Commonwealth, Tt has been
done in many instanees; the Commonwealth
has recognised the value of ability and merit
and have taken our best men from us, We
should pay for efficiency. The Treasurer says
we cannot afford to do it.

The Calonial Treasurer: Tt wounld bhe a
grand service if we could do it.

Hon, T. WALKER: And in the long run it
would pay the State infinitely better than
expeeting to get the best men for a mere
pittanee, Another point: T am not quite
sure that the Crown Law Department has
honoured its promises to the men who went
to the Fromt. T ask the Attorney General
if those moen who have returned frowm the
Pront have secured the exact positions they
ware entitled to by their previous services.
or have they been obliged to accept make-
shift poatat

The Attorney General: No; they have got
what they were eatitled to. T do not know
of anv officer dissatisfied on that saore.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am not quite ao sure.
I have the name of one officer, which T will
give to the Attorney General later.

The Attorncy Geueral: Tt is one of the
things T have been very particular about, that
2 man coming back shall get the post to
which he is entitled.

Hon. T. WALKER: T am glad to reeeive
that assurance, and T trust that my informa-
tion is inaccurate. [ know that a promise
was deliberately made when the man left the
department.

The Attorney General: And it will be as
deliberately carried out.

Hon. T. WALKER: T am plensed to hear
it. I shonld like to know what active stcps
have been taken to define the limits of what
T might eall Commonweaith control of the
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Attorney General’s Departmment. Have auoy
real, active, persistent steps been taken to
limit the powers exercised by the Common-
wealth over the administration of this de-
partment?

The Attorney General: Yes,

Hon. T. WALKER: I shall be glad to lhear
what steps have been taken. We place at the
disposal of the Commonwealth our magis-
trates and owr courts, and in deing so, the
officers of the Crewn Law Department—not
in the sense of neting as solicitors or counsel
for the Commonwealth, but necessarily the
use of our courts and of our magistrates for
investigationg into pengion matters, for the
hearing of eases purely create? by Common-
wealth  legislation, and of Commonwenlth
offences,

The Colonial Tremsurer: You raised some of
those points when you were in office, hut you
il not get much satisfaction.

Hon, T. WALKER: No, we were put out
of office.

The Colonial Treasurer: The files show that
voun {id mention the matter.

Hon. T. WALEER: I was hunting very
closely, but was not at all satisfied with this
dilatory way of dealing with things., I am
pesitive there wonld have heen a row if T
had still heen there.

The Colonial Tressurer: Tt is astowunding
what things they did under the War Precau-
tions Act.

Hon, T. WALKER: I know, but what pro-
test has heen made?

The Colonial Treasurer:
foot high on the subject,

Hon. T. WALKER: T should like to know
what has been done. We talk about economy
and the saving of money in the departments,
but we ean never save mancy whilst we are
guietly taking the eternal encroachments of
the Federal powera npon us. They are getting
#ll our machinery into their hands, all our
sonrées of wenlth, our officers and our courts.
We are becoming more or lesa tied hand and
foot. We cannot move or hreathe, and have
no liberty of our own. By-and-by we shall
be shorn of every element of local indepen-
dent  government, They over-step, aver-
shadow, and eontrol us at every step we are
taking.

The Colonial Treasurer; You are not using
any argument which was not used at the State
Treasurers’ Conference,

Hon. T. WALKER: Tt is time somc stand
wag taken, if Ministers by private and unpuob-
lished correspondence cannot effect anything.
Fven if the Treasurers’ Conference tannot
achieve mueh it i3 necessary to move the legis-
latures of the various States to do something.
Our own State shonld set the example in that
regpect. Private members cannot do it. Tt is
a Government action and a step which the
Government ought to take at an early date,
otherwise we shall find the change too firmly
riveted ever to bhe loosed from us again.
Either we shall sink hopeless, die by virtue
of their superior powers and cease to he a
Parliament independent at all, or we shall
have to make a strong resistance, one of such
a natire that we may be able to guide the

There is a file a
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rest of the States of the Commonwealth, and
get a proper limitation of the functions of
government, defining what the Commonwealth
can do of right and what we can do of right.
That is a necessity which ought not to be de-
layed too long. I am not altogether pleased
that this department is being run at a cost
of less and less money, because the work it is
doing is of just as great a magnitude as ever
it was, It only shows that savings are being
made by imposing unpaid duties upon the
officers of the department.

Mr. BROUN (Beverley) [9.3]: T intend to
move for a reduction in the general vote. In
doing so I wish to protest against the man-
ner in which the Attorney (eneral administers
his department, more particularly in regard to
hig control of the departmental files. We had
the spectacle a few nights ago in this Cham.
ber of a letter being read, thig letter having
been written by myself and addressed to the
Attorney General. If this sort of thing is to
be allowed to go on in the different depart-
ments, it will constitute a grave danger. Any
man can obtain a file and extract a letter from
it, use it, and create an entirely different im-
pression with regard to the case in question
than would be created if all the correspond-
ence on the matter were revealed. In the ¢ase
that I am interested in, a letter was taken
from the file and made use of, while a number
of other lotters on the file were not produced.
If a member or any private individual is al
lowed to take a letter from a file, there is no
occasion for anyone to move tlhat the papers
in question be laid on the Table of the House,
The proper procedure for any member to take
is to ask for the papers that he wants.

Hon. P, Collier: On a point of order, it
wag explained during the discussion last week
that no letter was taken from any file in the
Attorney General’s office.

Mr. BROUN: A copy of it.

Hon., P, Collier: No, the letter was ad-
dressed to the Attorney General about a mat-
ter which had nothing to do with his depart-
ment. The Attorney General did what all
Ministers do on similar occasions. He for-
warded the letter to the office of the Colonial
Secretary which was the department properly
concerned. If n letter has disappeared from
the file it is not from any file in the Attorney
General’s Department.

Mr, BROUN: The matter is a judiciary
one, and that was my reason for writing to
the Attorney General. As the letter was writ-
ten to the Attorney General, I take it it would
appear on the files of the Attorney General’s
office.

Hon, P. Collier: No.

Mr. BROUN: Here is a reply to my letter
sent by the Attorney General. Here is another
letter which I wrote following up the matter,
and here is a reply from the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office.

Hon, P. Collier: They were all sent to the
Colonial Secretary’s department,

Mr., BROUN: This has nothing to do with
that department.
Hon. P. Collier: Tt has to do with the
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Mr. BROUN: The letters were sent to the
Attorney General’s department, and should be
on the files there.

Hon. P. Collier: They were sent there im-
properly, and were forwarded to the Colonial
Secretary’s department. My point of order is
that the hon. member i3 making a statement
that a letter has disappeared from a file in the
Attorney General’s department. It has been
clearly indicated that no such action took
place. The hon. member is out of order in
discussing the matter on these Estimates, and
is out of order in making a statement which
is not correct. The whole committee knows it
is not correct, and the Attorney General can
endorse my statement.

Mr. BROUN: The matter I am dealing
with is in regard to the files. I think I have
a perfect right to do so. I will leave the ¢ase
entirely out of the question, if that will suit
the leader of the Opposition, I do not desire
to bring the case in at all,

Hon. P. Collier: You cannot do so in a dis-
cussion on this department.

Mr. BROUN: Unfortunately I had no op-
portunity of dealing with the matter the other
evening, If this gort of thing is to become a
general praectice, a dangerous position will ba
created, and the soomer it is stopped the bet-
ter. If papers are made available in the or-
dinary way, members can see every letter on
them, and form their own conelusions on a
proper basis. They will get the truth from the
files, and will know whem to blame. I take
exception to the Minister allowing his letters
to be taken off any file, or even copies made
of them,

Hon, W. C Angwin: That letter would not
have been read but for some of your eol-
leagues.

Mr, BROUN: T regret that T was not here
at the time. Tt was unfair to me, for I did
not know that the matter was coming on. I
hope this will not Dbecome the practice. Ex-
tracts may be taken from a letter te which no
one could have any objection, but when a let-
ter is taken from the file and quoted, as the
letter in question was quoted, it is most un-
fair, becanse there are other letters on the
file which show that the case is different from
that whieh was placed before members,

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
Gardiner—TIrwin) [9,10]: The question of the
services performed by the Crown TLaw Depart-
ment, as hetween the Commonwealth and the
State, has been a vexed one, and has been
brought up by every Attorney General for
some time past. During the first Treasurers’
Conference, nt the instigation of the Attorney
General T brought the matter fully before the
Treasurers. Unfortunately, we had no eppor-
tunity of bringing it then before the Prime
Minister. At the Sydney conference the mat-
ter was Dbrought wp again, and the reply we
got from the Acting Prime Minister was that
he believed in ‘‘pay and be paid.’’ He sug-
gested that it was a more satisfactory way of
doing things than the method adopted in the
past. Every Minister, and practically every
department, finds an overlapping in respect of
the gervices performed by the Commonwealth.
At the last Treasurers’ Conference it was ar-
ranged that three qualified men should be ap-
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pointed to see where this overlapping should
cease. In the conference in New South Wales
this question led to a rather heated passage at
arms between the Premier of that State and
the Acting Prime Minister, The Premier of
New SBouth Wales said that some of these
things were little less than impudence. That
was the mildest term he could use to express
his feelings on the subject. There is no doubt
that, in these legal matters especially, there
has been an abuse of power.

Hon. T. Walker: Abuse is the right word,

The COLONIAL TREASURER: This has
been done under the War Precautions Act.
This Act was intended to give the Commoo-
wealth a power throughout Australia over those
things which had an eifeet on the war. The
Cominonwealth established butter and fruit
experts.  Whilst they said that the States
were not competent to do these things properly
they took, in almost every instance, a State
officer at o higher vate of pay than he was re-
ceiving from the State. I agree with the mem-
ber for Kanowna. Now we are at the end of
the war, there must be a re-assertion by the
States of their rights. There will have to be
a conference, not necessarily a Government
conference, but a conference of members
eleeted by the State Parliaments, to see how
this growing practice of minimising the States
and of discarding the States’opinions, is going
to be allowed to be pursued. We do not exist
half our time as a State, and more especially
in legal matters have the Commonwealth au-
thorities got that far. T assure the member
for Kanowna that no man sees the necessity
of it and feels the necessity of it to a greater
extent than T do, brought as I was at the con-
ference into direct touch with the Commen-
wealh, We shall have to see how far those
services which are rendered shall be paid for,
and how much we shall pay for serviees that
are rendered for ns. Ag the acting Prime
Minister said in Victoria, this is the only sat-
isfactory bagis to go wpon, We took a claim
in conneetion with some legal services per-
formed by speeial constables under the Police
Department.  Thig was at a time when war
first broke out. The claim was for £15,600.
Matters went on until at gt T said *I will
put & writ inte you if you do not settle the
claim.’?

Hen, T. Walker: The work was performed
at their instigation, too.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes. We
have not had that money yet. We have the
““hurry-up’’ on them now, however. T told

the aeting Minister for Defence and the pre-
sent Minister for Defence that T would put a
writ into them on acecount of the State if they
did not pay np. As T was going to say, we
shall be able to see how far they can ask the
States to perform services for nothing, and
how far they are to be allowed to charge the
maximum whenever they perform the slightest
service on hehalf of the State. That is what
we have got to. The member for Kanownn
ean rest assnred that T shall not let the matter
drop. T have geen the danger of Commonwealth
ngnrpation of powers which were never in-
tended to be the Commonwealth’s. By that
usurpation, the Commonwealth are going to
take the sole control of Australia, and they do
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not care a rap for us, as we shall fiud out
when we come to discuss what subsidy we are
to reeeive in future.

My,  JOHNSTON  ({Williams - Narrogin)
[9.16]: I desire to say a few words regarding
the anomalous position of certain officers of
this department, as pointed out by the member
for Kanowna, who for some considerable time
controlled the department. In every other de-
partment of the State, I think, the positions in
Perth are always those sought after by the
senigr officors, as promotion; but in this de-
partment quite a different condition of things
obtaing, The magistrate of the Perth local
court and the police magistrate at Perth receive
lower salaries than sny of the other magis-
trates, who, one would think, might reasonably
after years of service in the country, advance
their elaims to positions in Perth. I suggest
that in this matter the Attorney General should
do justice on the lines of the Public Service
Commissioner’s regommendation, and oun the

lines of those promises to which the
late Attorney General, the member for
Kanowna, says he was a party. Whilst all

other magistrates have residences, the two Perth
magistrates receive no residente. Perhaps this
is a matter with which learned members like
the Minister and the member for Kancwna can
best deal. 1t suggests itself, however, that if
these magistrates are not supplied with resi-
dences, they should at least reecive house allow-
unces by way of making their positions equiva-
lent to those earrying equally responsible dufies
in the country, The knowledge of the Attorney
Cieneral should put him in a position to rectify
the anomaly, We justly take pride in the in-
dependence and honour of our magistracy, and
they ought to be properly paid.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.20]: T do
not wish to diseuss the Estimates of this de-
partment generally, but T do want to take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to vetwrn to a
matter with whieh T dealt in this Chamber a
fow weeks ago—the administration of the Flee-
toral TDepartment. The amalgamation of the
State and Commonwealth Electoral MNepart-
ments has been a subject of discussion at
all Premiers’ conferences ever since they have
been inavgurated, and the result generally has
been the earrying of a meotion referring the
matter to the various State Chief Elactoral
Officers for consultation with the Common-
wealth Chief FEleetoral Officer. But in the
matter of amalgamation itself, or of making
any progress towards economy, we have got no
further ahead; and T venture to say the reason
is that these officers, having in their own hands
the matter of preparing a report or making a
recommendation, bear in mind all the time the
main chance. Tf the various Ministers control-
ling these departments in the States will not
take any definite stens to amalgamate with the
Taderal department until such time as they are
fornigshed with a thorough, practical working
acheme from their Chief Electoral Officers, no-
thing will ever be done. These officers know
perfectly well that they are practically asked
to evolve a scheme which will mean lesing their
own positions; and that is just why we have
never got any further ahead. These men are
not going to point out a way whereby the
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State Governments will be able to dispense with
their services and throw them out on a eceld
world. But if there is any one State Electoral
Department in this Commonwealth that de-
serves to be abolished for ita inecompetent
management and control, it is the Eleetoral
Department of Western Australia. It is about
time something was found for the officer in
charge of that department to do by way of
earning his money—some genuine work; not
Jjust strolling around the streets as it pleases
him, and casvally riding up and down in the
express train to and from Kalgoorlie, and in a
lordly way issuing instructions to subordinate
officers, and engaging solicitors, at a cost of
o copule of guineas to the unfortunate defend-
ants, for the purpose of prosecuting in electoral
eases. All court work of this deseription might
well be done by Mr. Stenberg himself, In
Commonwealth  electoral prosecutions  an
officer of the department invariably appears to
prosecute, Not once in & Commonwealth elec-
toral prosecution on the goldfields have the
Commonwealth Department engaged a solicitor;
whilst, on the other hand, net onece, so far ns I
um aware, has an officer of our State Electoral
Department done this work. Why bother with
it when it can be passed on to somebody else?
Our Chief Electoral Officer visits the goldfields
half a dozen times per annum at a cost of 16s.
or 18s. per day in travelling expenses, and has
a herd of officers around him, also at consider-
. able cost to the State; but he never appears to
conduet a prosecution. I regret the file dealing
with this subject is not on the Tahle to-night.

1. understand it has been recalled by the Crown
Law Department.

The Attorney General: No. T had a sub-
sidigry file asked for to-day, and I had to send
for it.

Hon, P, COLLIER: T to-day asked for the
file dealing with the whole subject, and was in-
formed that it had been returned.

The Attorney General: Returned to the Elea-
toral Department?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes.

The Attorney General: T did not know that.
T had only one small file dealing with one in-
dividual ease.

Hon. P. COLIAER: Tf a Minister or a
department requires the use of a flle, the prae-
tice has been to permit its return; but in that
case, the purpose for which the file was re-
quired having heen accomplished, the file is
to be returned to this House at the earliest
possible moment. T have been informed that
this partienlar file was taken away yesterday.
If that is so, whatever the reason for which
the file was required by the department, there
ftas been sufficient time to allow of its return
to this House by to-day, in accordance with the
usual practice.

The Attorney General: T dealt with the
matter this afternoon. It was a matter of
remission of penalty. The file will be re-
turned to-morrow.

“Hon, P. COLLIER: I only wish every mem-
ber of this Committee had had time and op-
portunity to peruse that file for his own sat-
isfaction. If members had dome so, they
could eome to no other conclusion than that the
fite disclosed the faet that the electoral prose-
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cutions in question represented the worst
prostitntion of justice that bas ever opceurred
in this country. From beginning to end the
file reeks with telegrams and letters from a
political organisation on the goldfields. The
Electoral Departmeut permitted itself to be
taken over absolutely by that organisation—
the file showy it—Dby the National Federation
on the goldfields. The file discloses instances
where Mr. Stenberg, the Chief Electoral
Officer, tock instructions by wire, or by urgent
wire, or by urgent letter, from the secretary
of this organisation, And the Chief Electoral
Officer wires back urgently, ‘‘Yes, this will
be dore,’’ or ‘‘That will be done.’” The
whole department was taken over and run
and controlled by that political organisation
for the purpose of these prosecutiona, That,
in my opinion, is a shocking thing, particu-
larly in the case of a department that has to
do with the adminstration of justice, It ia
almost ineredible that such a department
should allow itself to be administered by an
orgamigation possessed of bitter, vindictive
partisan fecling against another body. I
should like to have read the whole file; it
would have been very instructive. In the first
place, Mr. Stenberg never attempted to inati-
tute a prosecution against any person on the
goldficlds who was not kKnown to be a sup-
porter of the Labour party. Is it Mr. Sten-
berg’s duty to sit down without himself mak-
ing any endeavour, or ecausing any of the
officers of his departinent to endeavour, to as-
certain whether there are persons enrolled on
the goldfields without the necessary qualifi-
cations? Is it his duty to sit still doing
nothing until some political body comes along
and gupplies him with the information, where-
upon he goes out and hunts up further in-
formation, and obtainsg reports, and prose-
cutes if necessary® Is he therenpon once
more to relapse into somnolence until some
other body comes along? Nearly all those
proseeutions were based upon the annual rat-
able value—nearly every one of them. First
of all, a list was obtained from the roads
hoard office showing annual ratable value.
Then, in eases where that value was anything
under £17, inquiries were made.

Ton, W. €. Angwin: The anmual ratable
value had nothing to do with it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: True; but that was the
foundation of the prosecutions. Asg showing
that the dapartment rclied upon the annunal
ratable value, I mneed only mention that on
practieally every occasion they put the secre-
tary of the roads board in the witness box
to prove what was the annual valuation. Mr.
Stenberg was asked by myself and other
members of this party on several oeccasions
whether the ananual ratable vahie could be
taken aa a bagis, and his reply was, ‘‘No;
certainly not.’’ But in these prosecutions the
department relied on that practically every
time.

The Attorney General: But you must first
get tho valuation, and Trom that you deduce
the annuwal value.

Hon. P. COLLTER: How does Mr, Stenberg
deduce that? Of course I recognise that it 13
*very difficult. TIn any case, it i3 another mat-
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ter. But, Mr. Stenberg having obtaineil these
valuations from the local governing bodies,
how is it that the information led him to in-
vestigate none but cases of men known to be
supporters of the Labour party?

The Attorney General: How do you know
that?

Hon., P. COLLIER: I know of my own
kuowledge that throughout that long series
of prosecutions, extending over gix months,
there was not onc person prosecuted but was
known to be a supporter of the Labour party.

The Attorney General: I do not konw per-
sonally about the goldfields, but down here the
contrary holds good.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I ¢o not know anything
about down here. Still, T do know that down
here there was not such a spiteful, unserupu-
lous, vindictive body urging on and pushing
for persecutions as on the goldfields, The file
shows that such was the condition of affairs
on the goldfields, and that Mr. Stenberg al-
owed himself to be instructed by that body.
He writes—

I have to-day received this list of men
whom the gecretary of the National Feder-
ation states to be wot qualified.

Then he scnds ount this note to the police
officerg, ‘* Will you make urgent inquiries at
once.”” All the instructions are marked
‘‘Urgent,”’ so that proseevtions shall be in-
stituted at the earlieat moment. I could have
supplied Stenberg with a list of the names
of men known to be supporters of the

National party who were equally guilty of.

these offences.

Mr, Teesdale: And why did you nof supply
them?

Hon, P, COLLIER: Because I am not in
the habit of pimping. One of these men was
prosceuted on one day by the Commoenwealth
for not having his name on the roll, and on
the next day he was prosecuted by the State
for having his name on the roll. And that is
what we call making the world safe for de-
mocracy! There is a letter on the file from
the officer in Menzies who conducted the
prosceution there on behalf of Mr. Sten-
berg. This is what he says—

The above case was heurd in the Menzies
Police Court to-day before P. L. Gibbans,
R.M. The defendant did not appear, but
sent in a letter to the court
gnilty, and stated that he had beenr misin-
formed at the time of signing the electoral
paper. I called Constable Donovan to
prove the facts of the case, and he also
swore to the photo, exhibit A, being =
true photo. of defendant’s eamp. T pressed
for a heavy penalty, pointing out that this
waa a case of roll stuffing. The defendant
was fine@ £5 and costs £1 1s., in defanlt 21
days’ imprisonment.

And right throughout the prosccution the de-
partment pressed for heavy penalties. Never
once did the Commonwealth press for a heavy
penalty. ATl those cases in which prosecu-
tions were instituted were the resnlt of ignor-
ance of the law, and it was therefore an out.
rage on justice to prosecute those people
when the department did not know, and
when Stenberg did not kmow, whether a man

pleading °
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possessed qualifications entitling him to en-
rolment, Stenberg hinself said that the Aect
wag faulty and required amendment. Was
that not a reason why some cominonsense
should be ¢xercised in eonneetion with the
administration of the Aet? Here is another
case on the file in connection with which
Stenberg wrote to the Under Secretary for
Law on the 16th September last—

I may add that one of the photographa
which the Minister sent to me some time
ago, and which had been obtained from
Mr. Frank Moss, related to this case and
was wsed when the case was being leard.
It appears hereunder attached to page 12,
It must be admitted that on the face of it
this qualification appears somewhat rocky.

This is Mr. Frank Moss, who has been for
years president of the National League in
this country; he iz the man who forwards
the photographs to the Minister, photographs
sent to him by his brother, who is manager
of the mine at Comet Vale, a man who has
been a vindictive political opponent of the
Labour party all hig life, and if the member
for Menzies were here he would say of that
Mogs at Comet Vale that he would sack all
Britishers from his mine if he couvld get
foreigners to work there, Ag a matter of
fact he always had 75 per cent. of foreigners
working for him and sent Britishers on
tramp. This man is winning the war by
sending photographs of these houses to the
Minister, so that the ocecupants of those
lopses may be prosecuted hecause they were
£1 or £2 short of their qualifications. T am
dotry those photographs are not here. But
if Moss, the mine manager and the president
of the National League got busy, they could
go round photegraphing the eamps of all his
«mployees and send them to the Minister, so
that the occupants of those camps might be
prosecuted as well. I, too, have taken the
rrouble to get a few photographs of these
houses, When speaking on this question be-
fore, the Minister said ‘‘Look at them; they
are only hough sheds and humpies.’’

The Attorney General: T did not say that.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Here is the case of
Mrs. Burnett, who was prosecuted becansc
the annual value of her honse was £15, only
£2 less than was required by the Aet,

Hon, W, C, Angwin: TIf the road hoard
viluation was £15 she should never have been
fined,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Then there is the case
of Badler, the president of the National
Labeur party. The annual value of his house
is £13, and he voted. T have here the photo-
graphs of the two houses, the house of Mrs.
Burnett and the shanty of Sadler, and T ask
hon, members to compare them and say
which, in their opinion, wonld be rated at the
higher annual value. Does it not appear to
hon, members that the house of Mrs. Burnett
is the better one of the two? The other one
scems to be nothing but a conglomeration of
iron strung togetber. Yet the woman whg
fined and the man was not prosecuted at all.
What wnas Stenberg doing in such a case as
that? I have here two other photographs,
and T ask hon. members to look at those also.
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[o this case the supporter of Labour was
fined, though he did not vote at all; he was
fined for just having his name on the roll,
and because the annual value of his place
was £10. Then there iz the ease of Mr,
Crow.

Mr. Teesdale: You connived in those casea
by not reporting them.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I will always eonnive
at that sort of thing. Should I pick out
houses here and there and then go to Sten-
berg? I do not object to Crow voting; I am
not complaining about that,

Mr. Teesdale: You would if there were
three or four hundred of them,

Hon. P. COLLTER: There were three or
four hundred of them. T have a list of 34
taken from one district only. These were all
prominent National Labour supporters, who
all voted. The hon. member must not think
that because they were not prosecuted they
did not vote. But what I want to know is
what Stenberg is doing? Why did he not get
- a list like this one, where the valuations were
£10, £12, £14, and £15¢ No; because they
were all supporters of the National Labour
party. Stenberg is not fit for his office if he
ts only going to take aetion when these mat-
ters are pushed under his nose by a political
organisation. Was it not his clear duty to
take a roads board roll and send out his in-
vestigating officers impartially to everyone
whose anmual ratable value was below the
amount set down in the Ae¢t? He did no such
thing. He waited until he was pushed by
pelitieal partisans, and the whole thing went
on for six months, the limit in which proseeu-
tions could be laid. And right up fo the last
moment they were sending urgent letters
around to get in a few more before the time
*limit expired. And all this at the instance of
a man like Moss. I do not mean Frank Moss,
whom T have found a broad-minded man; T
refer to his brother, the manager of the mine
at Comet Vale, who forwarded photographs to
Perth, and who set the whole machinery of the
department going, actuated as be was by no
other desire than to persecute those politically
opposed to him. What T also complain about
is that in every case the most expensive firm
of solicitors werc engaged. What were the
loafing members of the Electoral Department
doing? What was Stenberg himself doing¥
In one case a fing of 1s. was imposed, and the
costs came to £3 15s. 6d., and this is how they
were made up:—Court fees 7a, McGuppy,
poliec constable, 6s, 63.~~I think that is a new
move; T de not know that police have been al-
lowed to collect witnesses’ fees before— Bren-
nan, witness, 12s. 6d., F, C. Simpson, secre-
tary roads board and—and his name appears
in every ease—7s. 6d. Simpson was making
money out of the husiness. The last item is,
solicitor’s costs £2 23, and the total, inelud-
ing the fine, came to £3 16s. 6d. Ys that not
an outrage?

Mr. Teesdale: Were the secretary’s fees
allowed in every casel

Hon. . COLLIER: Yes.

The Attorney General: No eourt would al-

low two fees on the same day for the same in-
dividual.
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Hon, P. COLLIER: There is another cage
in which a fine of 1s. was imposed, and in
which the costs came to £2 13s. 8d. These pen-
alties were imposed on people who are strug-
gling bard to live in these days of heavy ex-
penditure, Here is a letter from Mr. Stenberg
to the Attorney General dated 15th April,
1918. He says—

With refercnee to the claim submitted
for enrolment in connection with the above
Pravince rolls I made certain investigations
at my recent visit to Kalgoorlie as an out-
come of information supplied to me by the
secretary of the National Federation at that
centre. From my preliminary inquiries it
scems to me probable that certain ele¢tors
have made false declarations in their claims
and in order to have the various points
cleared up in court prior to the eleetion—

That is underlined. It goes an to say—

I have arranged with the Federation—
That is how the department is being admin-
isterad—

to furnish me with specific cases under dif-

ferent headings, so that publieity may be

given to the reswlts, and a warning issned
with the object of preventing other electors
who may be similarly placed, from exercis-
ing their votes at the impending election
unless théy are satisfied that their claims are
sufficient and correct.
And s0 on. ‘I bave arranged with the Fed-
eration to supply me with a list.’* The, idea
was not only te sceure those not qualified
to exercise the vote but to bluff others who
were not possessed of the neeessary qualifi-
eations, so that when they were asked to sign
on the voting day they would not sign. What
have we come t0% The Chief Electoral
Officer is only concerned in the adminigtration
of his department when supplied? with infor-
mation or urged to take action by the seerc-
tary of a political organisation. Bvery time
he went there, he rushed to these people,
‘‘Have you got any information; if you have
give it to me.”’ He writes to the acting sec-
retary of the National Federation, Kalgoorlie,
ag follows:—

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your let-
ter of yesterday’s date, giving particnlars
of the c¢laims with regard to which I
conferred with yon at my recent visit to
Kalgoorlie. I have already obtained the
Hon. the Minister’s approval for prosecu-
tion in every ease where the Crown Law
officers recommend such action as an out-
come of their review of the evidence avail-
able. I am writing -by this mail to the
Blectoral Registrar at Kalgoorlie to obtain
the necessary evidence for prosecution.

And so on. The file is made up of nothing
but letters, backwards and forwards, from the
Chief Electoral Officer and the National Fed-
eration, I am certain these details did net
comg under the notice of the Attorney Gen-
eral uwntil later on when he said that only
gross cases were to be dealt with, This is =&
fine state of affairs. The Chief FElectoral
Offiecr entered into partnmership with this or.
ganisation, ond every time he is unconcerned
whether there was one, a score, 2 hundred, or
a thoneand others on thé roll wha were not
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qualified, except those handed to him by these
political partisans. Here is another one. The
Attorney General writes to Mr, Harris the
secretary of the National Federation on the
18th April—

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your let-
ter of the 15th inst. and to inform youn that
the Chief Electoral Officer has been in-
stroeted to take immediate steps for the

- investigation of the ecases you have sub-

mitted for inquiry; and to institute pro-
cecdings against the claimants in every case
where the Crown Law officers recommend
such nction as an outcome of their review
of the evidence that will be available. There
will be no delay in this matter, and T am
hopeful that any proceedings that may be
instituted from the information laid by you
will be finally dealt with in sufficient time
before the election, to be of service as a
warning to other electors similarly situated,
and to prevent the exercise of the franchise
by such persons at the forthcoming elec-
tiens, Inquiries will also be made with re-
gard to any other eclaims which were sub-
mitted to the Registrar by persons who held
ingufficient or mo qualification at all, and
these also will be dealt with at the earliest
possible moment. But, of course, as the law
prevents, by Section 52 of the Electoral
Act, any alteration of the roll between the
issuc of the writ and election day, such
prosecutions cannot affect present enrol-
ments. The candidates have, however, the
power, nuder Section 118 (4) of the Act, to
request the presiding officer at each polling
place, through their own serntineers to ask
any elector, whom they may have reason to
believe is not qualified, to sign a declaration
Form No. 9 (copy attached) before he ean
obtain the ballot paper for the purpose of
recording his vote. I shall therefore be
obliged to you if you will assist by furn-
ishing the Chief Electoral Offieer with the
names of any electors on the present roll
who, in your opinion, have claimed, whilst
jn possession of insufficient or no qualifien-
tion for enrolment. (Sgd.) Attorney Gen-
eral.

The whole machinery of the department is
worked by the sccretary of the National Fed-
eration. Does the Attorney General send simi-
lar letters to the seeretary of any association
with which I am attached?

The Attorney (Gieneral: That is in reply to a
letter.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know it was.

The Attorney General: As a matter of fact
I have asked personally members on your side
to give me similar information bnt, like your-
self, they did not supply it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister may have
had better luck if he had written to some of the
asgociations, The Chief Electoral Officer writea
to Mr. Harris again. Here is the letter—

I beg to refer to interview at my last
visit to Kalgoorlie and shall be obliged if
you will inform me, a8 promised, as soon as
possible of the likely mumber of echallenges
you will make use of at the various polling
places in the North-East and South Pro-
vinces, so that I will be able to provide a
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suficient uwomber of ddeelaration forms for
such purposes.
Did you ever hear of such 2 thing in your
lite? If the secretary of the organisation had
in mind the challenping of intending electors,
was it not his business to write for the form.
but here the official asked for the number of
forms required so that he might be ready with
the number of firms. The seeretary of the
league was the instructor and master of the
Chief Electoral Officer. It was the husiness
of the Chief Electoral Officer to agk how many
forms would be required. Mr. Harris says—
Replying to yours of the 19th inst, re
‘number of forms required. I have not over-
looked the matter. I will advise you as early
as possible as to my requirements.
Mr. Sanders writes to the Chief Electoral
Officer as follows—

In regard to the Susan Burnett—I

find on looking closely into the claim
that the word *‘freeholder’’ appears
to have been added by one of our

clerks, who fook it for granted that the

value shown—£50—indicated freeholder, I

hardly think this would make 2 good case.

Mr. Harris has several local cases concerning

which evidenece could be quickly obtained

ani the cases brought on early. I under-

stand he is communicating with you, I

should be pleased to know if there is a like-

lihood of your visiting Kalgoorlie soon.

Mr. Nairn: He is most enthusiastic.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, the file shows
numerous wires,  ‘‘I shall be pleased to know
when yon are coming up to help me.”’ “‘I have
the policemen on the job, will you hurry upd”’

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He forgets that the
pendulum swings to and fro.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I want to show how the _
whole thing is a political pfosecution. Noomnais
conneeted with the proseention except men who
are active, who have all their lives been active
opponents of the Labour party. T have shown
where the mining menager at Comet Vale, the
scab who wounld not employ a Britisher if he
could get a Dago, whe sacked Britishers with
big families and kept hulking "abla-bodied
foreigners in their places. There are members
who can bear me out in that. I have shown
how that gentleman goes forward and assists;
I have shown where the secretary of the organi-
gation takes a hand, and now T will show where
the Chamber of Mines comes in and takes a
kand. Mr. Sanders writes on the 25th April—

Under separate cover please find police
report on the five electoral claim cards sent
for investigation. Mr. Hamilton of the

Great Boulder
He is President of the Chamber of Mines.

and Mr. Embleton of the SBouth Kalgurli

mines have been good enough to lend every

asgistance to the department, and have had
plans prepared setting out the position of
claimants’ property. Should the surveyors
be regnired to give evidence they are easily
obtained.
And so0 on. There you are, Mr, Hamilton,
President of the Chamber of Mines, and Mr.
Embleton, and the files show that there were
tracings, most elahorate tracings setting out
the boundary lines of the residences owned by
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people, to show whether they were in the
North-East or in the South Provinces. These
persons placed the whole of their surveying
staff at the disposal of the National Federa-
tion, who in turn forwarded the inforwmation
on to the department. Then we have Mr,
Harris again writing, but the date is not given,
to Mr, Stenberg. Hec says—

Further to the matter of electoral enrol-
menty of persons whom we consider do not
possess the necessary qualifications. As the
result of further inquiry, I submit lists for
North-East, and Soutl Provinee, containing
35 and nine nsmes respectively attached
hereto, indicating the number, name of elec-
tor, and locality. I am still prosecuting
ingquiries regarding many other electors, of
which I will advise you later.

Would you not imagine that he was g officer
of the department? ‘I am still prosefuting in-
quiries of whieh T will advise you later.’” It
is what you would expect of a subordinate
officer sent up to inquire. Yet, Mr. Stenberg
acts inx co-operation with these men, and Mr,
Btenberg must have known who he was hecanse
he signed the letters us acting secretary of the
organisation. He must have known that the
man was acting by political biag and prejudice
and feeling in the matter. He was acting as a
puppet and jumped when Harris pulled the
strings. Then Mr. Stenberg writes again—

L beg to submit herewith further lists of
electors on the North-East and South Pro-
vince rolls, forwarded to me by the National
Federation, Kalgoortie. The lists are com-
posed of electors who appear te the National
Federation to possess insufficient or no quali-
fication at all. T shall be glad if you will
request the THstriet Inspector of Police to
assist this department by having similar in-
quiries instituted to those recently under-
taken on behalf of this department. As the
TTan. the Minister desires these matters dealt
with without undue delay I shall he glad if
the urgency of the matter be pointed out.

All through the file the urgency of the matter
is stressed—
As the eases are fairly numerons and refer
to different localities it will expedite matters
if the individual reports were at onece for-
warded to me as they come instead of delay-
ing such action until the whole of the in-
quiries have been completed. Please request
the Police Department to use fhic same method
of inquiry as on previous cccasions dirceted
by the Crown Eaw officers in their memo.
of (9). The original claim eards will be
sent to you from head office without delay.
That is the whole file, and one is typical of
the lot. Toere is a list sent in where prosecu-
tions have taken place, 10 eases, and Keenan
& TRandall's costs amomnt to £20 1ls.
Tt is shocking to think of a firm of solicitors,
and the whole atrength and power and in-
fluence of the Crown Law Department, aided
hv the advice of the Crown Solieitor, of the
Eleetoral Department, of the Police Depart-
ment in Ralgoorlig, of the National! Federa-
tion, and of the Chamber of Mines—that is
the combination—all working in fogether in
order to heap up heavy costs upon those poor
unfortunate individuals whose sealps thoy were
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after. It is a situation to be prond of!
suppose that when this matter was being
pressed by such influential persons, Mr. Sten-
berg took the view, as so many of our high
publie offieials do, that he would best toady to
his politieal bosses by acting as he did. Mr.
Stenberg would not have acted in that manner
had he not been of the impression that he
would please those under whom he was serving
for the time being. T should have liked to
read the whole of this file so as to place it on
record in ‘‘Hansard’? to stand as a monument
of the most iniquitous piece of political per-
secution that has ever taken plaee in this coun-
try. If the administration of the Electoral
Department depends upon ita being taken over
and controlle? by a political organisation, it
is time it was wiped ont of existence alto-
gether.  This well-paid, indolent gentleman
who is in charge of the department eould go
up there and wander around for a few days
at considerable expensc to the State, but he
could not be troubled to ask his officer or the
police to report on any oné of the scores of
cases whose annual valuations were as low ag
those of the people he was proseenting. Should
it not oeeur to any officer who kuows his
business, when relying on the annual ratable
valug, #s he largely did when launching his
prosecutions, ratable values of £10, £12, £14,
and £16, should it not have occurred to him to
investigate similar rateable values? Vet he
never did it once. Can it be imagined that
there are not those on the other political side
who voted without proper qualificationf I
challenge the department now to take action
against men Who did vote and who knew per-
fectly well that they had not the necessary
qualifications, men with homes of a rateable
value of £10, What is peing to be done with
them? T hope we shall never again have such
a gpectacle. T will vote, and even fight, for
the striking out of every item of expenditure
in eonnection with the Electoral Department.
It is only by striking it out altogether that we
shall impress upon them the necessity for
finding some other means of having the work
done by the Commonwealth Tleetoral Depart-
ment. Tt ia a refleetion on the intelligence of
the officers of both departments to say that no
practieal scheme can be devised under which
the one department ean attend to the work of
both, Tt is a bluff which they put up because
they do not want to lose their billets. TIf hon.
members desire to effect economy, let them
strike out the expenditure of the department,
and let Mr. Stenberg obtain some more usefutl
occupation than heing at the beck and eall of
unserupnlons persons, as he was in these oases,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL {(Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Canning—in reply) [10.5]: Re-
plying first to the leader of the Qpposition. let
me say I feel personally glad that he has not,
since rending the file, repeated the personal
attack he made on me before he had read the
file. T give hMim my assurance that the de-
partment had issued general instructions, and
that after a depotation which waited upon me,
T decided that prosecutions should only take
place in tespect of gross emses, Dealing with
the anialgamation of the two departments, T
o not quite agree with the leader of the Op-
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position in laying the blame at the door of the
Chief Electoral Odficer.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You will never effect
an amalgamation until you learn to keep the
officers out of it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That may he
so, but I believe that Mr. Btenberg, as the
senior electoral officer, had a great deal to do
with the formation of the scheme. But the
tatal part of the seheme put forward for the
consideration of the late Government was that
the Commonwealth wanted to control the de-
partment, 1 shall never be a party to handing
our electoral department over to the Com-
monwealth.

Mr. Johnston: Why not?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They exer-
cise sufficient control over certain State de-
partments now, OQur rolls are warmly eriti-
cised, but they are perfect as compared with
the Commonwealth rolls.  There are on our
rolls hundreds of names which do not appear
on the Commonwealth rolls, notwithstanding
that the Commonwealth have compulsory regis-
tration. Our rolls are in much better order
than are theirs.

Hen. W, C. Angwin: I will be bound they
are not so to-day.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
at the last election.

Mr, Jones: Yes, because we saw to that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
think it fair to put the blame for this lack of
vo-operation between the State and the Com-
monwealth on the Chief Electoral Officer. The
reagon  for it is that the Commonwealth
wanted to control the whole thing, I object
to that. Why should they not adept our rolla?

Hon, W, C, Angwin: Becanse some persong
qualified to be on the one roll are not quali-
fied to be on the other.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That could
be rectified, The leader of the Opposition
found fault with that file in that it reeked
with letters and telegrams from members of
the National Federation on the goldficlds and
showed that information was continually sup-
plied by that organisation in respect of in-
dividuals improperly on the volls, That is
not any new feature, The Electoral Depart-
ment, under each successive Administration,
has always followed up any complaints madc
to it from any source whatever as to the
qualifications of those on the roll.

Hon. P. Collier: But it has never before
worked in c¢o-operation with a political or-
ganisation such as this.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt 38 a
question of viewpoint, A person writing a
letter to the department may stress his case
more than he should do. Is that any reason
why it ahould wot be considered? As Attor-
ney General T frequently receive petitiona
for the release of prisoners, couched in lan-
gvage which T do not like; yet I do not do a
prisoner the injustice of not fully reviewing
the question because the petitioners have ad-
dressed me in overbearing fashion. I be-
lieve in letting every application stand on
its own merits. And so, too, with the Elec-
toral Department, when an application comes
along complaining that certain individuals

They were

|ASSEMBLY.

are wrongly on the roll, it is purely a ques-
tion of fact for the officer to investigate.

Hon. P. Collier: Is it for the officer to de-
cline to make the slightest investigation for
himself as to any other cases, as was done in
this instance?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
aware that that iz a fact. It is a statement
by the leader of the Opposition. 1 have
agked the Chief Electoral Officer why he
did not have his officers go through the
claim cards from beginning to end. His
anawer was that it would have taken six
months, As a matter of fact, the whole of
those claim cards were received within a
very short period. Tt is always the way just
before an election, when there is a rush of
people in-the electorate to see who may be
wrongly on the roll, and to add others to the
roll, The wish of the department is that
everybody entitled to vote should be on the
roll,

Hon. T. Walker: The file seems to say,
‘¢ Keep all of whom you ean.’’
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, No.

Here are numbers of persons on the roll al-
leged by individuals and organisations to be
there wrongly, Of course it is a gquestion of
fact, to be inquired into. It should be the
duty of the Chief Electoral Officer, and that
duty is going on in all constituencies every
day of the week, to inquire into ¢laim cards
and persons on the roll.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are very ignorant
of what is taking place,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the bluff which the
Chief Electoral Officer has put up.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is what I
am informed by the department. It is c¢om-
tinually going on; but in respect of this
eleetion on the goldfields, when over 1,000
names were added to the roll within a very
ghort time, it was impossible to inquire into
each of those cases. No doubt in that elec-
tion some voted who bad no qualification at
all. Tn all the cases to which attentieon was
drawn an inguiry was made, and in the gross
cases 4 prosecution was conducted.

Hon. P. Collier! No inquiry was made ex-
cept where attention was drawnf?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, in-
guiries were made in many other cases.

Hon. P. Collier: Tf a departmental officer
gays he will not inquire into anything of the
kind, what manner of administration of jus-
tiee shall we get?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The gues-
tion of the administration of juatice by the
court does not enter into it. It is merely a
question of administration by the department.
With regard to the photographs which have
been referred to by the hon. member, I shall
he glad if he will lend them to me so that I
can ingquire into each case, I should like to
know which photograph has to do with lease-
holds and which has to do with freeholds, and
to which electorates the places belong,

Hon. T. Walker: Will you report to the
Committee the result?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I shall be
glad to do so. There is not a gingle case to
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which my officors have drawn my attention
that I have not inquired into, and in many of
such cases I have reduced the fine. It has
been stated that only voters of the Official
Labour party have been attacked.

Hon. P. Collier: I was referring to Kal-
goorlie and Boulder.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
general statement. .

Hon, P. Collier: I only spoke of Kalgoorlie
and Boulder.

The ATTCBNEY GENERAL: I cannot
answer for Kalgoorlie and Boulder, because I
have no idea who was and who was not at-
tacked.

Hon. P. Collier: These are the only dis-
tricts to whieh I referred.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Speaking of
that of which I do know something, T would
point out that there have been many well
known residenta of Perth, who conld never by
the slightest thought be imagined to belong to
the Official Labour party, who have been fined
substantial amounts for breaches of the Elec-
toral Act.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How long ago?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: During the
last six months.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: How many were there?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There were
several.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Only one.

The ATTORNEY GENERAT:: There was
a man hefore me only to-day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I think he was a
lawyer.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: My instrue-
tions to the Chief Electoral Officer have al-
ways been to impress upon him that there
must be no discrimination between political
parties, and that all must be treated alike. I
wanted people to be prosecuted for breaches
of the law, and not beeanse they belonged to
a particular party.

Mr. Jones: Have the fines been paid in the
case of the offenders in Perth? .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. In
the particular case that I had before me this
morning there is a petition for a remission of
the fine. That is the reason why the flle which
was on the Table of the House was sent fer.
The hon. member said that the secretary of
the roads board was put into the witness box
in each case. There is nothing wrong about
that. In country districts there is probably
no one who understands more about the hold-
ings of the different persons than the secre-
tary of the roads board.

Hon. P. Collier: In this case the secretary
was only put into the box to prove the rate-
able value.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon,
gentleman says no one c¢an say what the an-
npugl value is. T have said before——

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That the annual value
is the annua! value,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That the
annual value is, in fact, the value. If a house
- in Perth is bringing in £52 a year, that is its
actual value, and in faet its value. The rate.
able value of that house, however, is £31 a
year, that heing the proportion adopted in the
sty of Poarth

It was a

1099

Hon, P. Collier: It is easily filxed in o ease
of that sort.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I believe
that proportion of £52 to £31 is taken
throughout the metropolitan area.

Mr. Willecock: Which value do you take for
electoral purposes

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The #£52
which is the actual valuve. The £31 is a hypo-
thetical value.

Hon, P, Collier: That is the rental value.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If I were
asked what was the fair annual value of a
house producing £52 a year, and on looking at
it I thought that it was a fair value, I should
say that was its actual value, although the
municipal valuation wonld, in the ease I in-
stance, be £31, I know scmething about this
matter because I have for a great number of
years served, and am still serving, on a road
board. In my opinion no man can get s bet-
ter eduecation on the various phases of the life
of the country than in our road hoards or
municipal couneils, where proper attention is
given to the work. I take the same pride in
my work on the road board as the member for
North-East Fremantle doas in his eapacity. In
the road board with which I am asgociated, as
is the case with other road boards, the valua-
tion of vacant land is redneed by about 20
per cent. in order to give it what is known as
the road board value, The actual value is first
found and this is reduced by 20 per cent. on
which a rate is struck. The municipalitiea
take the actua! value first, and fix a lower
value for rating purposes. The reason why the
lower valuation is taken is because of the
rates, insurance, wpkeep and repairs, which
fall upon the owner. So far as the valuation
for electoral purposes is concerned, thia would,
in the ease T have instanced, be £52. When a
road board secretary is asked to give avidence
be does not take that valne on which the rate
is struek.

» Hon. T. Walker: Yes, he does.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He should,
in faet, state the figure at which that house
or land has been valued by the board, which is
quite a different thing.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: If you put in a claim
on the gross value the Chief Electoral Officer
will reject it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
think -he would. That would be wrong.

Mr. Willeock: The Eleetoral Department
will not give a decision.

Hon., T, Walker. They have migled B lot
of people.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In this res-
pect the law is not at fauvlt at all. The gques-
tion of clear annual value is one of fact.

Hon, T. Walker: And it is one of opinion.

Hon. P. Collier: Mr. Stenberg says the Act
is at fault, aud he has pressed for an amend-
ment of it for many years.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, and
neither the hon. member’s Government nor
this Giovernment have amended it. I think it
is time the Electoral Act was amended. Thir
claim card business is a farce. We find peo-
ple running up and down the streets, getting
sll and sundtry to sign cards whether they are
gualified or not. That is ridicalous. As in-
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telligent people we ocught to be able to evolve
an Electoral Aet whick will place everyone
on the roll who is entitled to be there, irres-
pective of ereed or politics.

Hon. T. Walker: Without friction and with-

_out failf

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL: Yes. Hold-
ing this opinion I have gone to the length of
agking those gentlemen from the other side
of the IHouse who waited on me to put their
views in writing, and set down their ideala
as to what the Act should be. The officers of
the Crown Law Department have also broached
the question with me, and have set down their
views on an amending Act in a confidential
memorandum, T shall be only too glad to
consider the suggestions which are made to
me by those who hold political views opposite
to my own, and endeavour to evolve an Elec-
toral Act which will do away for all time with
these wretched objections. If these objections
do not come from one side, they eome from
the other. I have quitc as big a jacketing
from persons on the side that the member for
Boulder is condemning as I have from him.
The Act does not please anyone. It should
be so framed that all persons who are entitled
to go upon the roll should be placed there and
bo allowed to stop.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
found thot when T have been away and have
returned my own name has been removed
from: the roll. Sowme kind friend, or encmy,
ho'ding an opposite political belief to my own,
has cvidently scnt to the Electoral Depart-
ment and stated that I was not entitled to be
on the roll, Some officer has gone out to
where I was living and found that 1 was not
living there, and my name has been struch off
the roll, That has happened twiee to me, and
must therefore have happened to thousands of
other people in the State. ‘The Electoral Act
is nne of the most stupid statutes we have,
and if this discussion does no other good it
will certainly accentuate my desire to have
that meagure altered as speedily as possible.
Now about the lawyers: why did we not em-
ploy Mr. Stenberg to prosecute!

Hon. P. Collier: Or your loea! officer.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 inquired
about the local officer, and was told that he
was not good enough to deal with those com-
plaints.

Hon. P. Collier. He is one of the most
capable officers in the service.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There are
somc men who are very capable at conducting
cases in court, while others are not.

Hon, P. Collier: My opinion, and also tha
opinion of others who know him, is that the
local officer is an infinitely wmore capable
officer than Stenberg.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt may be
asked, why id not we send the Crown Solici-
tor to the goldfields to prosecnted My opinion

They do not stop

was that the wisest thing, in order to get

away from all dispute, was to employ a loeal
lawyer. When inquiring into individual cases
ag to whether I should recommend a reduction
of penalty, it is my invariable praetice to
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obtain the opinion of the magistrate who tried
the case; and I have been informed that when
the costs are so large the fine is minimised
aecordingly.

Hon. P. Collier: To the lay wind it seems
that ls. fine with £2 or £3 costs represents
an outrage.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The magie-
trate has thought that a total muleting of
£3 or £4 would meet such a case. [ think
that undue prominence was lent by the leader
of the Opposition to the Chamber of Mines
in this connection. I do not think the Cham-
ber of Mines had any more to do with these
prosecutions than you bad, Mr, Chairman. As
the representative of a particular mining lease,
Mr. Hamilton was applied to by the Electoral
Department for a plan of the leasehold; and
he had no surveyor at all employed to do the
work. Mr. Hamilton simply took a blue print
out of one of his pigeon holes and supplied it
lo the Flectoral Department.

Hon. P, Collier: The Minister is not correct
there. If he will bring the file here to-morrow,
I will undertake to show that a surveyor was
put on to do the work,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:- If a sur-
veror was put on, it was at the request of the
department, in order to determine wbhether a
partieular man was in Brown Hill, or in Tvan-
hoe, or in Hannans. That is all a surveyor
would be required for. Anyhow, I think this
glectoral matter has been discussed for the
purpose of veotilating it. Certainly, it has
nothing in the world to do with my BEstimntes.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes; it ig in your Esti-
mates.

The ATTORNEY GENERAT.: But I do not
think hon. members who discussed the matter
debated it from the point of view of the Esti-
mates g0 much as from the point of view of
the eleetoral eystem.

Hon, P. Collier: But the upkeep of your
rlepartntent is in these Estimates.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The depart-

-ment is run economically, and my assurance

that we are looking into the question of the
clectoral law with a view to bringing in an
amending Bill next session should be a sufii-
cient answer. Another important phase was
vaisedl by the member for Beverley (Mr.
Broun). I think that hon. memher was Wrong
in attacking the Atiorney Generxl’s depart-
mant, The leader of the Opposition put the
case quite correctly. The member for Bev-
erley wrote to me as Attorney General making
a complaint as to0 something which touched
the Police Department. He thought. no doubt,
that the matter, being a legal one, fell within
the Crown Law Department. I, as is my cus-
tom, sent the hon. member a courteous reply:
but I passed hia letter on to the Colonial Sre-
retary, I have no doubt that on my file there
will appear a letter something to this effect,
““T cnclose & letter from so-and-so, together
with copy of my reply. This falls within your
department. Will you please inquire $”’
Something of that rort would be written by
me to the Colonial Secrctary, and with the
original letter of the member for Beverley
would go to the Colonial Secretary’s office.
The Colonial Beeretary then, in the ordinary



[19 NovEmBEr, 1918.]

course, would sead that file to the Polica De-
partment for inquiries to be made; and I be-
ligve it to be quite posgible that the file would
then be sent by the inspector of police to the
officer concerned, in order that the latter might
answer the question as to dereliction of duty
auggestad by the member for Beverley.
Whether the officer concerned then took a copy
of the letter or not, I do not know, becausc
the member for Forrest (Mr. (’Loghlen) has
not disclosed to the Committee how he became
possesged of the copy.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: That letter would
never have been read here but for the inter-
jections of some friends of the member for
Baeverley. -

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I quite be-
lieve that; but I was wanting to satisfy the
member for Beverley as to how a letter, or a
copy of a lstter, could get off the file, get off,
in a measure, legitimately; although T awm
fuite prepared to argue that no Government
officer, in the Police Department or elsewhere,
bas any right to take copies of documents in
that way.

Hon. P. Oollier: This nolice nfficer did not
do so, either.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am only
guessing. The copy certainly did not get off
the file in my department,

Hon, P, Collier: No, It did not get off in
any department.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The leader
of the Opposition evidently knows how the
copy did get off the file.

Hon. P. Collier: If the Minister wants to
find out how, the Police Department know all
about it. Tt was done legitimately.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 only want
to satisfy the member for Beverley on the
point. Next, in answer to the member for
WWilliams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston), who made
% suggestion as to the positions of the magis-
trates. The subject is a very difficult one.
When I occupied the position of Minister for
Mines as well as that of Attorney General, T
perticularly wanted to have a gemeral roster
among the magistrates. Many of the magis-
trates outback have been there too long; many
holding snug positions in the coastal towns
have becn there too long, and want shifting.
Hnt when I made that suggestion to Mr.Wil-
son as Treasurer, he objected to the expense of
the shifting round; and the same objection has
been raised by the present Treasurer. How-
ever, I eonsider that the time has ecome when
a number of changes must be made in the resi-
dences and official positions of our magistrates.
Regarding the two Perth magistrates, the
position is very difficult. In making the re-
marks I do, I have no wish to offer any dis-
paragement of the Labour Government or of
their methods in this connection, The late
Lebour Government thought fit, instead of pro-
noting magistrates who had been on the
bench for many years, and whe had lived at,
say, Albany or Bunbury or Geraldton or Kal-
poorlie, to the Perth magistracies, thought fit
to appoint two new magistrates.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Two professional men.
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Hon. T. Walker: Professional men, in ae-
cordance with the Commissioner’s recommen-
dation,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Very likely,
They are professional men, and uo doubt thers
was good reason for thetr appeintment, But
the two appointments have to some extent
paralysed the successors to the Labour Goy-
crument in making any changes in the magis-
tracy, becanse noither of the Perth magistrates
can be sent away to Albany or Buabury or
Geraldton—Kalgoorlie is the only station of
equal value with Perth, '

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Oh, keep the Kalgooriie
man where he is,

Mr. Green: No. Send him to Frema
_The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Ealgtﬂi
lie magistrate is a very good officer; ‘one of
the best in the service. Bui I want hon,
members who have criticised to understind the
position. Country representatives want to know
why their magistrates are not sent to the City.
The reason is that the two magistrates
appointed to Perth are professional men, mnd
certainly qualified for their positious,

Mr. Pickering: Are they both professional
men §

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, I assure
hon. members that in the coming year I pro-
pose to make some changes in the country
magistracy, changes which' I hope will give
satisfaction to the magistrates themselves——

Hon., W, C. Angwin: You have to satiafy
the people.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And the
people as well

Mr. Green: Why not give the clerk of courts
at Kalgoorlie a chancet

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He i3 a fine
man. The only other matter I have to reply
to 13 in regard o remuneration for Royal Com-
miggion work, and why the Perth magistrates
do not receive more pay. No one knows hetter
than I do that the senior magistrate of Perth
i3 not being paid sufficiently for the work he
performs, but I am very much in the same posi-
tion as the member for Kanowna when
he filled the position of Attorney General. He,
too, had a Treasurer who told kim there could
hot be any increases in the salaries of officers
of the service. I hope, however, that the
financial stringency will lift as the clonds of
war have lifted, and that before long we shall
be able to pay salaries to the senior members
of the civil service which, many of us knaw,
are so well deserved. There is no officer more
deserving than the senior magistrate of Perth.
That officer is one of the most highly qualified
men we possess. He is a man of sound judg-
ment and has had very few appeals lodged
against the decisions he has given.

General debate concluded; votes and items
discussed as follow:—

Ttem, Chief Electoral Officer, £432.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: In my opinion the
Chief Eleetoral Officer should not work in con-
junction with any political body. Tt s the
duty of this officer to see that persons whose
names should be on the roll are placed there
and that those who are not qualified to vote
should not be enrolled. Tt is only in isolated
cases that the department ascertain whether a
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person js gualified to bave his or ber name on
the roll or not. The officers of the department
sit in their offices instead of going out to carry
on investigations. T do not suppose they eould
tell us whether 75 per cent. of those who are
now on the roll are qualified to vote becnuse
immediately after an election they cease work.
I was sorry to learn from the leader of the
Opposition this evening that the Chief Elec-
toral Officer has been working in econjunction
with the secretary of a political organisation.
Qf course if the secretary of a political organi-
gation sends in @ comnplaint to the Chief Elee-
toral Officer, that officer is bound to reply, but
he should go no further than to wake an in-
quiry into the matter. He should not go to
the secretary and ask to be supplied with the
names and the qualifications of people and then
write and refer to “‘my interviews with you.”’
Tt would be an easy matter for the Chief Elec-
toral Officer to take his roll and compare it
with a roads board or municipal roll. He could
form his own opinion as to whether the annual
value was above the rateable value. When the
Chief Electoral Officer works in conjunetion
with a political body he is doing what is wrong
beeause he has all the machinery to enable
him to find out everything for himself. The
leader of the Opposition intends to move in
the direction of striking out the item _fgr
the purpose of impressing on the Minis-
try the necessity for working in con-
junction with the Federal Government.
T am not satisfied with the Federal rolls by &
long way. If we have to depend on fthe rolls
provided by the Federal department, we shall
not know where we are when an elsction comes
along, we shall not know whether it ia neces-
sary to get out a supplementary roll; and on
past experience, it is elear that the Federal
Glovernment do not care a hang whether we
know or not. If this amalgamation iz brought
about we shall be in a worse position at elee-
tion time than under our present system. I am
one of those who like to know whether their
names are on the roll, and T think it wise to
print supplementary rolls. Unfortunately Par-
liament stopped that last session. Tt is_our
duty €o see that our roils are in order. I do
not see anything derogatory in a man going
round getting names for the roll, so long as he
is qualified to go on himsgelf.

Mr, Willeock: Tt should be dome by the
State. )

Haon, W. C. ANGWIN: The State does do
it. T admit that I have done it myself, but
only becanse the Minister would not provide
the money to have it done by the State. There
were no other rolls in the State last year as
perfect as those for Fremantle and North-East
Fremantle.

Mr. Green: Your presence here is sufficient
guarantec of that,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Tf the Minister in-
tends to enter into arrangements with the
Federal Electoral Department, I hope he takes
good eare that the control of our rells is held
by our own department.

The Attorney General: That is the attitude
I have adopted so far.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: TUnder that system
we shall have a hetter roll and will know more
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about it than if we have to rely on the Fed-
eral department.

Mr, NAIRN: The hon, member opened his
remarks by saying that the Chief FElectoral
Officer should not work in eco-operation with
any political body or association. I entirely
endorse those remarks. There is nothing more
caleulated to bring about friction than allow-
ing an officer of any department to work in
with any political organisation at all. I was
surprised to learn that there is some doubt in
the minds of members as to the interpretation
which the Chief Electoral Officer places on the
‘‘clear annual value’'’ of a house, entitling a
person to have his name upon the roll. The
question was raised of roads boards assess-
ments, and it appears that secretaries of roads
hoards have been called in to give evidence in
support of the department as to the value of
land. The roads board assessment should net
be accepted for this purpose. We all know
from experience that the assessment of the
roads boards and municipalities is always be-
low the eclear annual value, and therefore it is
an improper basis for the enrolment of an
clector. On that point the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer should be clear and definite. But the ques-
tion which I rose to discuss is the ¢harge
made to the leader of the Opposition against
a prominent officer.of the State. The leader
of the Opposition, in unqualified terms, casti-
gated that officer. In the interests of the com-
munity and of the department, a full and com-
plete inquiry should be made into those
charges brought by the leader of the Opposi-
tion, It is the duty of the leader of the Op-
position to exhaust whatever powers are avail-
able to investigate the conduct which he com-
plains of. T eannot say whether or not his
statement is correct, but most serious charges
have been made, and it is the duty of the
House to furnish am inquiry into those
charges. Personally, I shall not be satisfied un-
til the leader of the Opposition or some other
member moves for sach inquiry. The Attorney
General has said that no prosecutions were
launched agsinst one political party, because
that party was not accused of wrong doing.
But the files do not clear up that point, which
ig left in complete darkness. From outside
appearances there must be some reason why
all the prosecutions were levelled against the
members of one political organisation.

Mr." Munsie: Because the whole of the in-
formation supplied to the department came
from one source alone.

Mr. NATRN: Notwithstanding the Attor-
ney General’s statement that the question of
justice is not involved, T say it is involved, and
that in the interests of justice and of the pro-
per admnistration of the department it is the
hounden duty of the officers of that depart-
ment to investigate bath sides of a question.
There can be no doubt that the department,
having had brought before it so many cases
connected with the one partieular political
party, must have been augpicions that some-
thing was happening on the other side Tt is
said to be the duty of the officer when waiting
to have an information laid before him
to conduet sueh reasonable and intelligent in-
vestigation as to ensure that justice is done.
The statements of the leader of the Opposi-
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tion are grave and serious, affecting as they
do tbhe head of a department which enters so
mueh into the political affairs of the com-
munity. I hope he will see that an inguiry is
made g0 that the light is thrown elearly on the
question which has been raised to-night.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The A#torney General
bas given what he considers to be the mean-
ing of the qualification under the Electoral
Act. T think he should give ua an assurance
that a complete definition of the qualification
required for enrolment for the Upper House
is given. This will afford far more satisfae-
tion than the present slip-shod definition. 1
tried to get a definite statement from the
Chief Electoral Officer on the point, but he
could not give it to me.

The Attorney General: If that was so 1
would suspend him to-morrow,

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is so,

The Attorney General: T have heard him
say that a printed statement is issued by
him and placed before every elector, setting
torth the gualifieations in full. It is the hon.
member who is mistaken, not the Chief Elee-
toral Officer.

Mr, WILLCOCK: He cannot say what the
exact qualifications are. He s3id that a per-
son required to have a property of a elear

annugl value of £17, but did not know
how this was arrived at. I asked him if he
took the road board valuation, the land-

lord’s valuation, or his own,

The Attorney General: He takes the an-
nual value,

My, WILLCOCK: What is that? .

The Attorney General: Prove in a court
of law what it is worth.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Attorney General
says that the practice in Perth is to take the
proportion of £52 to £31, or 60 per cent. of
the annual value for municipal purposes. He
snys that 60 per cent. of the actual value is
the value for rating purposes.

The Attorney General: The full value is
£53. i

Mr. WILLCOCK: I would point out that
people have been prosecuted, the annual
value of whose property is £15, which is a
much greater percentage than 60 per cent.,
being n little over 80 per cent. Will the
Attorney CGeneral say that the annual. value
in Perth is about. 60 per cent. of the actual
valuef It is impossible to get a definite
ruling from the Chief Electoral Officer as to
whether a man is properly on the roll or not.
1t is high time the department gave a defi-
nite and clear statement upon what the Act
says in connection with the annual value,

Mr. MUNSIE: T would probably not have
said anything in connection with these par-
tieular Estimates had it not been for the in-
terjection of the Attorney General just now.
T do not blame the Chief Eieetoral Officer
for the present position. He has a file quite
nine inches high dealing with his efforts dur-
ing the past eight or hine years to induce the
Government to have the, Act amended, but
up to date he has not succeeded. The state-
ments made by the member for Geraldton are
absolutely true. I have been to the Chief
Electoral Officer mysolf with two- or . three
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other metnbers in order to get from him an
interpretation of what is meant by a clear
annual value of £17, but we have bad to go
away just as wise as when we went there.
He could not or would not give a definition.
We put to him every question we could think
of as to how we were to arrive at the valua-
tion, but he would nof admit that any of
the proposed courses was the correct ome, We
asked if he would take the road beard valu-
ation, and he replied that this was not fair.
He was asked what valuation he would take,
and he replied ‘‘The evidence produced in
court.’’ We then asked ‘‘How ars you to
get that evidence,’’ and he replied ‘I sappose
from a sworn valuator,’’

The Attorney General: You szid he did not
know.,

Mr, MUNSIE: Then we asked ‘‘Do you
contend that people who make valuations for
road hoards or thunicipalities are aworn val-
uators?’’ What are their pretensions to the
positiont In every case that came before
the court in Kalgoorlie, when persons were
prosecuted for not possessing the necessary
qualifications to go upon the roll, the ecourt
accepted the valuation made by the acting
secretary of the Kalgoorlie road board. The
Attorney General says the value is that which
is proved in court, but in Kalgoorlie the mag-
istrate has on every oceasion accepted the
road boord or municipal valwation. Tt is
ngither the meaning of the Act nor its in-
tention that this should be the ease. There
are instances in which men are paying rent for
their houses at the rate of 9s. a week, and in
one case a man is paying 10s. 6d. a week
for a house which is valued by the road board
at £7 a year, andl that man is legally entitled
to go upon the roll. If he owned the house,
however, he would have been prosecuted.

The Attorney General: A man paying 10s.
6d. a week would net be prosecuted.

Mr. MUNSIE: I know of men owning their
own houses which are not the equal 6f the houses
for which others are paying 10s, 6d. a week
rent, and which are not the equal of the houses
owned by men who were prosecuted for sign-
ing a false declaration because their property
was not up to valnation. It is time something
was done. 1t is not possible for any member
to get from the department a clear definition
of what is meant by a clear annual value of
£17, and as to how this ie to be proved. I
eannot get it, and T have been there more
than once to try to get it; and so have other
members,  We tried to get it in writing: we
sent the Chief Electoral Officer telegrams ang
letters on the subjeet, but on each occasion he
evaded giving an answer. And yet the Ag-
torney General to-night tells usg that if the
Chief Electoral Officer does not know, he, the
Attorney General, will susperd him in the
morning. The officer may know, but he will
not tell wa if he does.

The Attorney General: I will undertake to
tell you on Friday or Saturday morning.

Hon. P. Collier: But that will not he what
the Chief Electoral Officer says. '

The Attorney General: You wanf a defini-
tion that will suit you,

ar
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Mr. MUNSIE: The Chief Elcctoral Officer
should be able to give anyone an intelligent
direction as to how one may arrive at a
claimant’s qualifications.

The Attorney General: So he can.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not say whether he
can or cannot; but T do say that he will not
give such a direction. I do not know whether
anyone else gets it from him; but we do not.
For my own part, I do not blame any maun
who houses a wife and family in a domicile
for trying to get on the Legislative Council
roll ‘in respeet of that domicile, T care not
if the roads board value the dwelling at only
£1 per annum: I say that many is not commit-

ting any erime in presenting a claim ecard..

The ouly proper way to amend the electorai
law is to have a household qualification, if
there is to be any qualification at all

Mr, LAMBERT: I desire to refer to quali-
fications in Coolgardie. [ have drawn the
Chief Electoral Officer’s attention to the
somewhat significant fact that in Coolgardie
there are men apparently gualified to vote in
respect of vacant blocks valued at £50. To
Mr. Stenberg’s credit let me say that he
asked me to perform what I regard as the
duty of the Chief Electoral Officer and fur-
nish the Electoral Department with a list
of such voters, in the same way, apparently,
us he had been supplied with lists of the
kind by political partisans. T was not pre-
pared to comply with his request. But I do
know that there are voters on the Counneil
roll in respect of vacant blocks in Coolgardie
which could not be given away. In view of
the prosecntions which have taken place, that
fact amounts to a downright scandal. Tt is
not for the Eleetoral Department to take the
munjcipal valuations, Mr, Stenberg has saffi-
cient time and sufficient officers for direct in-
vegtigation of each individual case on the
spot, It has struck me as most peculiar that
freenold qualifications, especially in such eir-
cnmstances, should not be questioned. The
faet tends to make one helieve, no matter
how desirous one may be of retrining a high
wpinion of an officer, that possibly politieal
partisanship is ereeping in. T agree with the
member for Swan that, utterly irrespective
of party. whether our own party or any
other, the Attorney General wounld be well
nilviged to discountenance the slightest in-
terference apringing from any politieal feel-
ing.

The Attorney General: You did not listen
to what T said. T ingtrncted the officer very
particularly on that subject.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am very pleased to hear
it. and T trust that the regrettable incidents
of the last Legislative Council electiony will
not be repeated. T agree with the member
for Hannans that any man or woman with a
regsidence shonld be entitled to vote for the
Tegislative Council. Possibly that desirable

state of affairs will arrive more speedily
than some people anticipate.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not

wigh to treat hon, members with discounrtesy,
but T should be oaly going over the same
ground again if T replied on this item.

" [ASSEMBLY.]

My, MUNSBIE: One other point to which [
feel bound to call attention is the Electoral
Department taking notice of political orgoni-
sations, The strongest proof that this cccurs
is afforded by the recent prosecutions in
Kalgoorlie and Boulder. FPossibly for the
safety of the electors, or possibly as a de-
terrent to the recording of ome’s vote at all,
certain instructions were issued and made
publie: every voter challenged at the poll
must sign a declaration that he or she pos-
sessed the necessary qualification, As a re-
sult, hundreds of electors in the North-East
and South Provinces who really had the
qualification refused, when challenged, to
vote, But dozens of people without the
qualification did vote after having been chal-
lenged. The Chief Electoral Officer’s atteo-
tion has been drawn to the matter, and the
names have Dheen given. Yet no prosecu-
tions have taken place, because the offendecrs

were nationalists. There is no question
about that.
The Attorney General: I deny that the

names were submitted. Give me the names,
and I will prosecute. The leader of the Op-
position has repeatedly said that mo names
wers given,

Mr. MUNSIE: Persenally I would not put
anybody away in this country fer trying to
obtain a vete for both Houses of Parliament,
But, ns a matter of fact, the names have
heen published, and a photograph has been
published in a mewspaper of the house of
the President of the National Federation in
Kalgoorlie. No doubt he was challenged. A
photograph of his house appeared in the

¢¢Worker.”” The roads board values his
house at £10 per year.
Hon, P. Collier: Tf he was challenged,

there ought to have been an inquiry.

Mr. MUNSIE: If he bad been a Labour
supporter, a policeman would have called on
him the same day, as in the case of actual
Labour supporters. Here again are some of
the most unfair tactics I have ever experi-
enced in my life. A polieeman comes round
just ahout dusk with a typewritten sheet of
questions whick he pnts te the person con-
cerned, and the replies to which he himself
writea down. The interrogation having been
completed, the policeman hands the state-
ment to the person for him or her to sign.
The defendants gtated in court that they did
not know what was being asked them, and
neither did they know what they were sign-
ing, and when they were prosecuted, the docu-
ments they signed were put in as evidence
against them. That was dirty tactics to
adopt, and even after attention was drawn to
it this still went on.

Mr., LAMBERT: Tt is due to us to know
whether it is the duty of the Chief Electoral
Officer to inguire into the valne of the free-
liold blocks in Coolgardie to-day, and also as
to the gualifications of the owners to vote,
T know there are men in Perth to-day whose
names are on the SBouth Province roll as
being qualified to vote as owners of blocks
of tand that arec not worth a song. We
should know what the Chief Electoral Officer
is doing in this respect. T hope the Attoroey
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General will ask the Chief Electoral Officer
for an explanation of this matter, Cerfainly
that officer is not sliowing muech zeal over the
matter.

Hon. P. Collier: He is toe lazy to do any-
thing.

Mr, LAMBERT: I do not know about that,
but as he is not displaying that zeal which
he should be doing, he is not likely to die of
heart disease,

The Attorney General:
quiries.

Vote put and pasgsed.

I will make in-

{The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore [11.24]: Y move—
That the House at its rising adjourn to
Thursday, the 21st November.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.25 p.m.

Legislative HHssembly,

Thursday, £1st November, 1918,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For ‘“Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘‘Votes and Procoedings.’’]

MOTION—PACIFIC ISLANDS' CONTROL.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—Muaore)
[4.36]: T move—

That this House deelares that it is essen-
tial to the future safety and welfare of
Australia that the captured German pos-
gessions in the Pacific Ocean, which are now
oceupied by the Awstralian and New Zealand
troops, should not in any circumstances he
restored to Germany, and that in the con-
sideration and determination of proposals
affecting the control of these islands, Aus-
tralia should be consulted.

There is no need for me to elaborate this ques-
tion; the motion speaks for itself. A similar
motion hag heen passed by the Federal Par-
liament, and it is thought that the hands of
the Tederal Government might be strengthened
by the State adopting this motion. TUndonbt-
edly all Australians will feel that it would be
a menace to the safety of Australia if those
iglands were to revert to German control. The
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possession of those islandas by a power which
has shown during the last four years that it
is desirous of obtaining worldwide econtrol,
with a particularly jealous eye on Auatralia,
would be distinetly ipimieal to the Common-
wealth, At least the Federal Government
should be consulted in regard to the determina-
tion of any proposals that may be made con-
cerning the future eontrol of those islands. The
motion fully embodies the views of ail Aus-
tralians who are proud of the fact that the
Australian and Neéw Zealand forces were abla
to secure possession of those islands during
the early stages of the war. One could speak
at length on a subject sueh as this, but I think
that as the object of the motion is merely to
back up the Federal Government in any deter-
mination they may resolve upon

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Has this been intro-
duced at their request?

The PREMIER: No. I have not had any
official request. However, as this has been
determined on by the Federal Government, and
as it has been suggested in the Federal Parlia.
ment that the States ghould express an opinion
on the subject, 1 desire without further com
ment to submit the meotion,

Mr. BROWN (Sublaco) [4.39]: I second
the meotion.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [440]: Let
me say at the outset that with the object and
purpoge of the motion I am inentire sympathy.
There is no need to waste words in regard to
the position of the Pacific Islands and the
danger it would spell to the future life of the
Commonwealth if Germany should ever be per-
mitted to again get a footing there. I do not
wigh {0 see Cermany again a back-door neigh-
bhour of Australia. Having made myself clear
on that point, I must admit that I question the
wisdom of a motion of this ‘chiaracter leing
brought forward in a State Parliameant. Aus-
tralia has already spoken on this question
through the one Parliament which is entitled
to apeak in the name of Australia; our national
Parliament has passed & mofion dealing with
this matter, and for my part T think it would
be a migtake for the State Parliaments to take
up matters of international concern arising out
of the war.

The Colonial Treasurer: The acting Prime
Miniater has asked us to do this.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am giad to have that
cxplanation. As a matter of faet, I knew
something of this. Moreover, T know, or at
least T would be prepared to swear from the
wording of the motion, that the acting Prime
Minister in hiz turn was asked by the Prime
Minister in Great Britain to pass this motion.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Tt would be better to
gag him,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Much better. That is
the position. Why is this motion submitted to
the State Parliament? T can understand the
national Parliament passing it, although I re-
gret that even that Parliament should have
taken suech a step. The Australian National
Pariiamnent ia the first Tarliament in the
British Empire, in fact, the first among the
Allied countries, to pass a motion dealing with
any of the problems that will have to be set.
tled at the Peace Conference.




